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Editorôs Note: 

Teddy Allen, writer/editor 

for the Louisiana Tech 

Department of Marketing 

and Public Relations, 

should have been credited 

in the December 2011 arti-

cle about  James Meyer 

and the Alexandria 

(Louisiana) Airpark.  We 

regret the omission. 

The Louisiana Tech University Eco-marathon Teamôs ñRoadsterò design has been 

included in the National Geographicôs Daily News list of Seven Most Hopeful En-

ergy Stories of 2011.  The Eco Marathon design came in at number seven under the 

caption óYouth Engagement on Energyô: ñA retro-looking hot rod designed by a 

team of Louisiana Tech University students achieved 647 miles per gallon in the 

Shell Eco-marathon Americas student competition for design of high efficiency ve-

hicles in Houston, Texas.ò Underneath the caption was a photo of the car which the 

team named ñRoadster.ò   

 

The list was comprised of what the publication called óbright spotsô in a year that 

began with a nuclear disaster.  Topping the National Geographic list at number one 

was a story about a group of more than one dozen cities that created ócar free 

zones.ô  

 

The Tech students entered three cars in Shellôs 2011 competition and also won one 

of three Shell Eco-marathon Safety Awards.  The ñRoadsterò also won the Design 

Award. This year the annual Shell Eco-marathon Americas will again be held in 

Houston and will run from Friday, March 30, through Sunday, April 1.  
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Alumnus Helps Building Campaign Reach $3.5 Million Mark 

 

T 
he Campaign to construct a new integrated engineering and science education building reached the 

$3.5 million mark thanks in part to a $250,000 gift from John Zeffrey Lucas III (petroleum engineer-

ing 1985) and his wife, Mindy, of Houston, Texas.  Zeffrey is Director of Business Development for 

Wood Group PSN in Houston. He said his education has played a key role in his success. 

ñI believe that my education at Louisiana Tech created a tremendous foundation for my career and the suc-

cess I have been able to achieve in the oil and gas industry. I am happy to give something back to the Univer-

sity and look forward to more great things from my alma mater.ò 

Lucas, a Ruston native, also credited his parents for their role in his successful career.  ñMore importantly is 

the foundation that my parents, John and Betty Lucas, provided and the love and support they have given me 

throughout my life.ò 

Lucas says he hopes to name one of the new class labs in the proposed space in honor of his late father, John 

Zeffrey Lucas Jr., who received his degree in geological engineering at Louisiana Tech in 1958.  He adds that 

his family is also proud to contribute to something that he believes will benefit the Ruston community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To learn more about the Collegeôs Capital Campaign, go to www.latech.edu/coes/building.  


