Principles of Good Practice
Louisiana Tech University, the Louisiana Board of Regents, and SACS require that credit courses, academic degrees, and certificate programs in which the majority of instruction occurs when the student and instructor are not in the same place meet “Principles of Good Practice.”  SACS includes courses/programs delivered by correspondence, audio, video, or computer technologies.

The purpose of this document is to identify the expectations and requirements for participation in Louisiana Tech University Distance Education.

These principles will be used:

· To guide the development of electronically delivered programs and courses to ensure that characteristics of good teaching and learning are addressed; and

· To ensure the quality of the course or program listed on the Louisiana Tech University website.

CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION

· Each program or course of study results in learning appropriate to the rigor and breadth of the degree or award level.

· A degree, award program, or course offered electronically is coherent and complete.

· The course provides for appropriate interaction between faculty and students and among students.

· Qualified faculty provide appropriate supervision of the course or program that is offered electronically.

· Academic standards for all courses or programs offered electronically are the same as those for other courses delivered at Louisiana Tech University.

· Student learning in courses or programs delivered electronically should be comparable to student learning in courses or programs offered at the campus.

· There is currency of materials, programs, and courses.

INSTITUTIONAL CONTEXT AND COMMITMENT

Role and Mission

· The course or program is consistent with the role and mission of Louisiana Tech University.

· Review and approval processes ensure the appropriateness of the technology being used to meet course or program objectives.
· Equipment and technical expertise required for distance education are available.

· Long-range planning, budgeting, and policy development processes reflect the facilities, staffing, equipment and other resources essential to the viability and effectiveness of the distance education program.

Students and Student Services

· The course or program provides students with clear, complete, and timely information on the curriculum, course and degree requirements, nature of faculty/student interaction, prerequisite technology competencies and skills, technical equipment requirements, availability of academic support services, financial aid resources, and costs and payment policies.

· Enrolled students have reasonable and adequate access to student services and resources appropriate to support their learning.

· The institution has admission/acceptance criteria to assess whether the student has the background, knowledge, and technical skills required for undertaking the course or program.

· Advertising, recruiting, and admission materials clearly and accurately represent the program and the services available.

Faculty Support

· The program or course provides faculty support services specifically related to teaching via an electronic system.

· The institution ensures appropriate training for faculty who teach using technology.

· The course or program provides faculty with adequate equipment, software, and communications for interaction with students, institutions, and other faculty.

Resources for Learning

· The course or program ensures that appropriate learning resources are available to students.
· The course or program evaluates the adequacy of access to learning resources and the cost to students for access to these resources.  It also documents the use of electronic resources.

· Course requirements ensure that students make appropriate use of learning resources.

Commitment to Support

· Policies for faculty evaluation include appropriate recognition of teaching and scholarly activities related to courses or programs offered electronically.

· The institution demonstrates a commitment to ongoing support, both financial and technical, and to continuation of the course or program for a period sufficient for students to complete a degree or certificate.

EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT

· The institution evaluates course and program effectiveness, including assessments of student learning, student retention, and student and faculty satisfaction.

· At the completion of the course or program, the institution provides for assessment and documentation of student learning, student retention, and student and faculty satisfaction.

· At the completion of the course or program, the institution provides for assessment and documentation of student achievement in each course.

· Course or program announcements, website, and electronic catalog entries provide appropriate information.
