
 

Patents 
 
Many patents can be found on web sites in full-text with 

diagrams.  Some patents can be as long as 5,000 pages and 

use very specific legal terminology.  Most databases allow 

for keyword searching in addition to publication number, 

inventor and applicant.  Some databases may require you to 

download applications to be able to view images or files. Please note whether the patent 

you are searching for has a patent number or application number, this will determine 

which database to use.  Patents can be searched for research purposes, however, if you 

are searching patents with the intent of applying for a patent, a patent attorney is highly 

recommended. 

 

United States Patents (USPTO Web Site)  

 http://www.uspto.gov 
Patents can be found in full-text from 1976.  Prior to 1976, only full-page images are 

available and patents must be searched by an issue date, patent number or U. S. 

classification code. The manual of classification is listed under Tools on the Patents web 

page and can be searched online to identify the applicable codes.   

 

European Patents (European Patent Office) 

 http://ep.espacenet.com  
The worldwide database is the most comprehensive as it covers patent applications from 

72 countries.  The EP and WIPO databases include patent applications published over the 

last 24 months.  Search these databases for patents whose numbers may begin with WO, 

EP, CN or some other country code.  Some patents may be in their original language with 

an English abstract. 

 

Additional database (access from Prescott Memorial Library’s web page, 

http://www.latech.edu/library). 

 
Academic Universe/Lexis-Nexis   Patents from the United States are available in full-

text from 1971.  There is limited access to the diagrams and drawings. 

 

 

LSU Libraries Patent and Trademark Resource Page 
http://www.lib.lsu.edu/sci/ptdl/index.htm 

LSU is an official Patent and Trademark Depository Library (PTDL).  They will have 

some additional resources to help you locate patent information.  They do not lend 

patents on Interlibrary Loan.  Contact Phone Number (225) 578-4778. 

 
For assistance contact:  

Donna L. Vavrek 

Reference and Government Documents Librarian 

http://dvavrek@library.latech.edu 

(318) 257-4989                 
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