	
	

	Project Title
	Engineering Higher Student Achievement in Math & Science

	Project Date
	Fall 2004

	Project Partner 
	SciTEC – College of Education, Louisiana Tech University

Ouachita Parish School System

	Project Participants  
	(50) 3rd and 4th Grade Science Teachers

	Project Overview
	The purpose of this project was to provide elementary teachers in Ouachita Parish with professional development in mathematics and science content while aligning GLE’s, Ouachita Parish Teaching Targets, and new Louisiana Curriculum Framework in those areas.

	SciTEC Responsibilities
	Louisiana Tech University designed and delivered two courses for 3rd and 4th grade teachers. The University provided tuition scholarships of $256.00 for each participant along with registration fees, stipends, supplies for each participant and light meals on the Saturday workshop days. The general outline of the courses included forty-five hours of face-to-face meetings. Eleven meetings were held at George Welch Elementary School (4-7:00 PM), and three sessions of four hours each were held on Saturdays at Louisiana Tech. University staff completed one classroom observation for each participant as part of the follow-up to this project and program evaluation. Louisiana Tech handled all paperwork required to pay participants a stipend of up to $900.00 ($20.00 per hour) for attending classes. In addition, Louisiana Tech personnel ordered, received, and provided to each participant in the course classroom materials up to $400.00.

	Partner Responsibilities
	Ouachita Parish School System identified and recruited up to fifty elementary teachers to participate in one of the two courses being offered. They paid Louisiana Tech a sum of $2,313.50 for each participant in the courses. This project was funded primarily through Title II.

	
	

	Project Outcomes 
	Due to this collaborative relationship, Ouachita Parish has seen a dramatic improvement in student achievement as evidenced by improved scores on the Louisiana Educational Assessment Program (LEAP) tests. These results have been realized, in part, by the commitment on the part of the school system to providing continuing professional development, equipment, and other support for their teachers. Louisiana Tech has been committed to working with curriculum supervisors, classroom teachers, and school administrators in evaluating test data and conducting other needs assessments to determine the specific needs of the system and to develop professional development projects to address those needs.
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