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Tentative Title
Before Goldwater: North Louisiana Republicanism, 1960-1964
Objectives

When Barry Goldwater won the electoral college votes of Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, and South Carolina in the 1964 presidential election, it was the first time these five Deep South states all voted Republican in the same election. Even though Louisiana’s electoral votes went to Dwight Eisenhower in 1956, most scholars, based on his racial and anti-statism undertones, credit Goldwater’s showing in 1964with beginning a trend of Deep South Republicanism in presidential elections. While there were some Republican successes in the South prior to 1964, they were limited to either states outside the Deep South, such as North Carolina, Virginia, Tennessee, Texas, and Florida, or the traditional mountain Republican strongholds of Tennessee, North Carolina, and Arkansas. 

My thesis will examine the Republican Party and GOP candidates in three North Louisiana Parishes—Caddo, Ouachita, and Union—from 1960 to 1964. By limiting my focus to three parishes, I will be able to concentrate on examples of the three primary geographic and economic divisions in North Louisiana—large urban/suburban, small urban/suburban, and rural. Caddo Parish is located in north-west Louisiana and includes Shreveport, the region’s major urban center. Ouachita Parish is located in north-eastern Louisiana and includes the city of Monroe, which offers the best example of a secondary urban area.  Union Parish is located in north-central Louisiana and consists predominantly of rural piney hills. Through studying three parishes, this study will ask: to what extent, if any, did a viable (in this case viable represents the ability to contest elections by attracting enough voters to make races competitive) Republican Party exist in North Louisiana prior to Goldwater’s campaign in 1964? What factors and tactics contributed to the presence of a Republican Party if one existed?  Did North Louisianans react to Kennedy’s victory in the 1960 presidential election, and if so, how? What success, if any, did Republicans have in the 1962 midterm Congressional elections? What other elections, particularly at the local and state level, did Republicans contest prior to the 1964 presidential contest? How do these elections and the strength of Republicans in them relate to the rise of southerners voting Republican in presidential contests? How were the racial issues of states-rights and segregation involved in the Republican and Democratic campaigns? At stake in my thesis is Goldwater’s role, real or perceived, in the transformation of southern politics from a strongly Democratic “Solid South” to a competitive two-party system.  
Related Research

 
“Of books about the South there is no end,” wrote V. O. Key in his classic 1949 study Southern Politics in State and Nation. More than fifty years later, Key’s point is even more applicable as the amount of scholarship on the South and southern politics continues to grow. Regarding southern politics, a variety of studies exist, with Key’s work still setting the context. Key was the first scholar to tackle the task of comprehensively examining southern politics and its changes at the state level, and he pointed out that race was the determining factor. The relative proportion of blacks in an area, he argued, determined the political ideology, with black-belt whites from areas with high black populations tending to be the most conservative. From this, he argued that “the fundamental explanation” for understanding southern politics was that whites in majority black regions controlled southern politics, allowing them to form a unified bloc on a national level to protect their segregationist position on race. This “Solid South” was monolithically Democratic. Key admits to variations of political ideology in the region during the post-World War II period, but they occurred within the one-party rule of the Democratic Party (there were small pockets of Republicanism, but they were confined to local elections in the Appalachians and Ozarks). 
Although Key’s study did not include developments after 1949, it remains a cornerstone of most subsequent studies and an essential inclusion in any political history of the South even after the civil rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s. The Transformation of Southern Politics (1976) by Jack Bass and Walter DeVries updated Key’s Southern Politics, continuing his analysis to include the victory of the Republican Party in the South in the 1964 and 1968 presidential elections as well as the enfranchisement of blacks after the Voting Rights Act of 1965. Bass and DeVries maintain that the challenge of a rising Republican Party and increased black participation in southern politics after the Voting Rights Act forced Democrats to adopt a more progressive stance to remain competitive. Also, two books by political scientists Merle Black and Earl Black update the literature on southern politics by including the development of economic individualism and racial undertones as part of the Republican platform.  Politics and Society in the South (1987) surveys developments in southern politics in the context of not only racial dynamics but also economic progress, determining that a new form of conservatism arose in the South based on entrepreneurial individualism that had little in common with old-line traditionalists’ race-based conservatism. The Vital South (1992) examines the South’s role in presidential elections and notes that the region has become the solid component of Republican presidential majorities because of what they term “the Great White Switch” of whites away from the Democratic Party after it became associated with black civil rights.   

To study the development of the Republican Party in North Louisiana in the 1960s, one must consider the national GOP and the transformation, both into a conservative party and as a competitive vehicle in southern elections, it was undergoing during that period. One of the first works to examine the role of the South in the national Republican Party was Kevin Phillips’s The Emerging Republican Majority (1969). A postmortem analysis of Nixon’s victory in 1968, Phillips’ book introduced the concept of the “Sunbelt” South and argued that the region would constitute a key component of victory in presidential elections for a conservative Republican Party. “Together with the heartland,” wrote Phillips, “the South is shaping up as the pillar of a national conservative party.” While The Emerging Republican Majority only outlined the direction Phillips saw the Republican Party in the 1960s taking, Mary Brennan’s Turning Right in the Sixties (1995) provides the best historical account of this conservative shift within the GOP. Because she writes thirty years after the fact, Brennan is able to analyze the GOP from the historical standpoint unavailable to Phillips. While showing the rightward shift in the GOP from its beginning in the early 1960s through the electoral success of Ronald Reagan in the 1980s, Brennan maintains that the GOP finally achieved national success only after moderating the extremist image that tinged Goldwater and cementing the support of a conservative constituency. A groundbreaking examination of the Republican Party in the 1960s is Rick Perlstein’s Before the Storm: Barry Goldwater and the Unmaking of the American Consensus (2002), which points out that the Goldwater campaign, even through its failure to win the presidency, organized grassroots conservatism into a viable force in American politics. Perlstein illustrates that Goldwater’s campaign cemented the GOP as the party of conservatism, which would soon replace New Deal liberalism as the most dynamic political movement in the U.S.
To establish the historiographical stage for my thesis, it is necessary to include major works of scholarship that apply the national themes of anti-statism and racial conservatism to a regional and local level by showing their roles in the southern politics and role of the Republican Party in the South. One of the earliest works on southern Republicanism in presidential voting was Bernard Cosman’s Five States for Goldwater (1965). Cosman studied the support Goldwater received in four regions of the South—the traditionally-Republican South, the metropolitan South, the black-belt South, and the non-metropolitan South—and contrasts it to the support given to Eisenhower in 1956 and Nixon in 1960 in the same regions. He discovered that Goldwater gained support in non-traditional Republican areas like the black belt Deep South, an area where racial undertones and vehement anti-statism met the most support, while failing to maintain the gains Eisenhower and Nixon made in the Outer South and urban areas. Like The Emerging Republican Majority, Five States for Goldwater was written too close to the period it studies to provide a proper historical analysis. Although no study since has analyzed the same topic in a historical context, others have emphasized other aspects of the racial and economic conservatism of the South as well as the growth of the GOP on this conservatism. In The Politics of Rage (1995), Dan Carter depicts Alabama governor George Wallace as the bellwether for race-baiting conservatism in the South, arguing that Wallace, as a Democrat, combined the social and economic elements of conservatism in a folksy package that attracted southern voters, particularly those in the Deep South. More specific to the GOP, Merle and Earl Black’s The Rise of Southern Republicans (2002) tracks the rise of Republicans in the South during the twentieth century, evaluating the “dealignment” of voters from the Democratic Party and the ultimate realignment of many of these same individuals into the Republican camp during the presidency of Ronald Reagan. While Carter focuses primarily on rural white voters and the Blacks examine Republicanism across the region, two new case studies examine conservatism in urban and suburban environments in the South. Kevin Kruse’s White Flight (2005) details the racial dynamics of housing and education in Atlanta in the 1960s and 1970s while Michael Lassiter’s The Silent Majority (2006) focuses on the busing crises in Atlanta and Charlotte during the same period. Both of these studies credit the racially-motivated flight of white middle-class families to suburbs as playing a pivotal role in Republican successes both in the South as well as nation. 

While these monographs all provide a broader context for a study of North Louisiana Republicanism, none specifically address the Republican Party in the rural region in the early 1960s. Two M.A. theses, however, offer some insights into the Louisiana GOP in the twentieth century. Billy Burton Hathorn’s “The Republican Party in Louisiana, 1920-1980” (Northwestern State University, 1980) provides a lengthy overview of the state Republican Party through most of twentieth century, but it suffers from its breadth, which prevents any detailed historical analysis of the role of the GOP in the different regions of the state. More specific to North Louisiana is Dino Alberti’s “Republican Resurgence in North Louisiana: The Impact of Charlton H. Lyons, Sr., 1960-1965” (Louisiana Tech University, 1967). He established Lyons’s key role in the Louisiana Republican Party in the early 1960s, particularly his ability to turn sizeable portions of the electorate into Republican voters. However, Alberti only briefly addressed the party in general, other elections such as the 1962 senate race or 1964 presidential campaign, and issues like race that drove support for Republican candidates.
Research Need
While the amount of scholarship on southern politics and southern Republicanism continues to grow, nothing thus far has addressed southern Republicanism in rural regions of the Deep South like North Louisiana. Although both Hathorn and Alberti mention North Louisiana Republicanism, Hathorn’s study is too broad to make any specific arguments, while Alberti wrote his thesis too soon after the actual events, limiting the ability to make any historical conclusions. My thesis will fill the void in scholarship, arguing that Republicanism prior to Goldwater was not limited to the growing New South cities and suburbs or traditional Appalachian strongholds, but rather that it was growing force in moderate-sized cities and rural regions of the Deep South, specifically North Louisiana. 
Methodology
The structure of my thesis will be as follows:

· Introduction: My introduction of will examine what other scholars have argued on the subject of the Republican Party and conservatism in the South and Louisiana to establish where my thesis will fit into this historiographical framework. I will introduce my thesis and explain my choices of Caddo, Lincoln, and Ouachita Parishes, which set the context of the historical questions that my study will answer. 
· Chapter 1: 1956-61. This chapter will analyze the Republican Party in North Louisiana in the wake of the 1956 and 1960 presidential elections. What explains the shift in the state’s electoral votes to Eisenhower in 1956?  What were North Louisianans’ reactions to Kennedy’s victory? Did voter reactions to the Kennedy administration in any way benefit the Republican Party or Republican candidates? 
· Chapter 2: 1962-63. The 1962 Congressional elections included important races in which Republicans performed exceptionally well. This chapter will analyze elections in that period and evaluate them in the context of growing Southern Republicanism even before Goldwater’s candidacy in 1964. Why were Republican candidates receiving such relatively solid support in parishes that traditionally voted Democratic? 
· Chapter 3: 1964.  This chapter will focus on the two best Republican showings in North Louisiana up to that time—Charlton Lyons’s effort in the gubernatorial race in March, 1964 and Barry Goldwater’s overwhelming support in North Louisiana in November of that same year. How does Lyons’s support relate to the support given to Goldwater? What do these elections tell of Goldwater’s effect on the Republican Party in North Louisiana and, by extension, the South in general? 
· Conclusion
Local newspapers will constitute the majority of my source material. Because my thesis focuses on three parishes, I will consult the major papers in those parishes—the Shreveport Times, the Shreveport Journal, the Farmerville Gazette, the Monroe News-Star, and the Monroe World. The personal papers of Charlton Lyons and Barry Goldwater will provide primary material for this study along with interviews from various individuals who were active in Louisiana politics in the early 1960s, such as Morton Blackwell, who was the youngest Louisiana delegate at the 1964 Republican National Convention. 
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