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Down Under

Down Under

TTC director Ray Sterling has spent
part of the past 12 months acting as a
Visiting Fellow at the Warren Centre for
Advanced Engineering at the University
of Sydney, Australia.

Dr. Sterling was invited to help lead a
project looking at underground space
use in urban areas in Australia and
made three visits there over a 9-month
period. His last visit was in June-july
during which time he wrote a summary
report for the project, presented lec-
tures in major Australian cities and was
interviewed extensively by the media.

Although Australia has a low overall
population density, it is a highly urban-
ized country and has strong community
pressures to maintain high environ-
mental standards. This is leading to a
current boom in tunneling projects in
Sydney, Brisbane, Melbourne and Perth.
Whether new cabling for cable televi-
sion should be above or below ground is
also an issue of major controversy in
Australia at the moment.

The study involved more than 100
people in 10 working parties includ-
ing many executives of engineering

and contracting firms, lawyers, fi-
nanciers, architects and planners. The
final report titled "Underground Tech-
nologies for Liveable Cities" was
planned to be available at the end of
August. The major recommendations of
the study are for:

* Planning efforts to be launched in
each of the major Australian cities to as-
sess geological conditions and existing
structures to integrate this information
with future city goals to plan for under-
ground uses in the same way that sur-
face uses are planned.

e Legislative and administrative
action to harmonize legal and regulato-
ry issues with regard to ownership of
the underground, building codes and
zoning regulations, contractual prac-
tices for underground construction and
liability issues,

* An R&D initiative aimed at
advanced techniques for site investiga-
tion in urban areas coupled with im-
proved database structures and visual-
ization techniques that will facilitate
underground planning, design and
construction.

The Sydney Harbour Tunnel was one of the first major urban roa

d tunnels in Australia, The immersed tube

tunnel passes just beside the famous Sydney Opera House. In the past few years the number of urban tun-
nels for road and rail projects has increased dramatically. 4
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800 Number for
Trenchless Inquiries

The TTC in conjunction with its advi-
sory board has decided to establish a
toll-free number for general inquiries
about trenchless technology. Callers
will be able to request general publica-
tions on trenchless technology and be
directed toward further sources of
design, specification and construction
information,

The new number is (800) 626-8659
and is in effect immediately.

Advancing Trenchless
Technologies in the
Marketplace

A memorandum of understanding
(MOU) has been signed by the Civil
Engineering Research Foundation
(CERF) Highway Innovative Technology
Evaluation Center (HITEC) and the TTC
to further the cause of research, devel-
opment and evaluation of trenchless
technologies.

The HITEC evaluation process was
designed to ease the difficulties faced
by new product and process innovators
in getting their products accepted by
the thousands of jurisdictions neces-
sary for nationwide sales. In the
process, the developer of an innovation
enrolls in the program, then an expert
panel involving representatives of
typical user groups, consultants and
research expertise is convened to
review the innovation and establish a
test program for evaluation.

After the test program is conducted,
the panel reviews the results and pre-
pares a report that can be distributed to
all potential users. The innovator saves
time and money in the review process
and can use the expertise of a national-
ly assembled expert panel.

The MOU extends the HITEC pro-
gram into the trenchless technology
field and CERF and TTC will cooperate
on evaluations for trenchless technolo-
gies. For more information, contact the
TTC or HITEC director Peter Kissinger at
(202) 842-0555; fax (202) 789-5345.






