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(57) ABSTRACT

A method is provided for making “smart” paper and “smart”
microfibers by means of nanotechnology layer-by-layer tech-
niques. The method comprises forming an aqueous pulp of
lignocellulose fibers and nanocoating it by alternatively
adsorbing onto the fibers multiple consecutively-applied lay-
ers of organized ultra thin and oppositely-charged polyelec-
trolytes, at least one of which is an electrically conductive
polymer or nanoparticle (or a magnetically active polymer or
nanoparticle, or an optically active polymer or nanoparticle),
and another one of which has a charge opposite of said elec-
trically conductive polymer or nanoparticle (or magnetically
active polymer or nanoparticle, or optically active polymer or
nanoparticle), thereby making a modified aqueous pulp of
electrically conductive (or magnetically active, or optically
active) multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers; then
draining the water out of the modified aqueous pulp to form
sheets of smart microfibers. A finished paper is manufactured
by drying the sheets of the nanocoated multi-layer fibers and
processing the dried sheets to make a smart paper having
enhanced electrical conductivity, magnetic and/or optical
properties.
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1
METHOD FOR THE MANUFACTURE OF
SMART PAPER AND SMART WOOD
MICROFIBERS

This application is a non-provisional application for patent
entitled to a filing date and claiming the benefit of earlier-filed
Provisional Application for Patent No. 60/863,712, filed on
Oct. 31, 2006 under 37 CFR 1.53 (c).

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to the manufacture of conductive
paper and conductive fibers. In particular, this invention
relates to a method for improving the manufacture of conduc-
tive paper and conductive wood microfibers by means of
nanocoating techniques. Specifically, the invention relates to
a method and process for making paper and microfibers of
enhanced electrical conductivity properties by means of
layer-by-layer nanocoating techniques. The invention also
relates to a method and process for making optically-active
paper and microfibers, as well as magnetically-active paper
and microfibers, by means of layer-by-layer nanocoating
techniques.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Traditional paper manufacture begins with the processing
of its primary raw material, which is cellulose fiber. Most
woods are made up of roughly 50% cellulose, 30% lignin and
20% of mixtures of aromatic hydrocarbons and hemicellulose
carbohydrates. In order to obtain cellulose in usable form for
paper manufacture the wood is normally pulped to separate
the fibers and remove the impurities. The higher the cellulose
content of the resulting pulp and the longer the fibers, the
better the quality of the paper. Hardwoods generally contain
a higher proportion of cellulose but of shorter fiber length
than softwoods, which are more resinous. Lignin acts as the
resinous adhesive that holds the fibers together. Cotton, linen,
straw, bamboo, certain grasses and hemp are also sometimes
used as a source of fiber for papermaking. The pulp used in
papermaking is the result of the mechanical or chemical
breakdown of fibrous cellulose materials into fibers which,
when mixed with water, can be spread as thin layers of matted
strands. When the water is removed the layer of fibers remain-
ing is essentially paper. Various materials and chemicals are
often added to give the paper a better surface for printing,
greater density or extra strength. These materials and chemi-
cals are not always cost effective or environmentally friendly.

In addition to cost and environmental considerations,
improvements in paper design, production and quality are
currently the paper manufacture industry’s highest priorities.
Pulping, process chemistry, paper coating and recycling are
key areas that can benefit from the nanotechnology field, such
as polyelectrolyte layer-by-layer (L-b-L) self-assembly. An
environmentally friendly process offered by L-b-L nanoas-
sembly may provide important development to the industry.

In the last decade electrostatic layer-by-layer (L-b-L) self-
assembly techniques have been developed as a practical and
versatile way of creating thin polymeric films both on large
surfaces and on microcores. These techniques allow the
design of ultra thin coatings with a precision better than one
nanometer, and with defined molecular composition. The
method of this invention incorporates the use of these layer-
by-layer self-assembly techniques as a key step in a plurality
of sequential unit operations designed to manufacture paper
and microfibers of improved electrical conductivity. The
method of this invention also incorporates the use of these
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layer-by-layer self-assembly techniques as a key step in a
plurality of sequential unit operations designed to manufac-
ture paper and microfibers of improved magnetic properties,
as well as paper and microfibers of improved optical proper-
ties. Itis an object of this invention to provide a method for the
manufacture of paper and microfibers of improved electrical
conductivity. It is also an object of this invention to provide a
cost-effective process for fabricating conductive paper and
microfibers using nanotechnology layer-by layer self-assem-
bly techniques. Another object of this invention is to provide
an application of nanotechnology layer-by-layer self-assem-
bly techniques to paper manufacture that is particularly suit-
able to the treatment of wood fibers and lignocellulose pulps
containing broken (mill broke) recycled fibers so as to allow
the cost-effective use of such pulps in the manufacture of
paper and microfibers with enhanced electrical conductivity
properties. Another object of this invention is to provide a
method and process for making optically-active paper and
microfibers by means of nanotechnology layer-by-layer tech-
niques. A further object of this invention is to provide a
method and process for making magnetically-active paper
and microfibers by means of nanotechnology layer-by-layer
techniques. These and other objects of the invention will
become apparent from the reading of the description that
follows.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The above objects are achieved by the method of this
invention which is based on an application of new nanotech-
nology techniques to the processing of paper pulps, specifi-
cally the use of a new layer-by-layer nanoassembly method
for coating pulp and paper fibers in order to improve the
performance of the final products and, more specifically, in
order to impart improved electrical conductivity properties to
the final products (paper or microfibers), as well as in order to
impart improved magnetic and/or optical activity properties
to said products. Such finished products having such
improved properties are often referred to as “smart paper” and
“smart microfibers”. The method of this invention comprises
forming an aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers and nano-
coating it by alternatively adsorbing onto the fibers multiple
consecutively-applied layers of organized ultra thin and
oppositely-charged polyelectrolytes, at least one of said poly-
electrolytes being an electrically conductive polymer or
nanoparticle, and another of said polyelectrolytes having a
charge opposite of said electrically conductive polymer or
nanoparticle, thereby making a modified aqueous pulp of
electrically conductive multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose
fibers; then draining the water out of the modified aqueous
pulp to form sheets of electrically conducting (“smart™)
microfibers. A finished paper may be manufactured by the
method of the invention by drying the sheets of electrically
conductive multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers and
processing the dried nanocoated sheets to make a finished
(“smart”) paper having enhanced electrical conductivity.

Smart magnetically-active paper and microfibers, as well
as smart optically-active paper and microfibers may be manu-
factured by similar variations of the method of the invention
by using certain magnetically-active polymers or nanopar-
ticles and certain optically-active polymers or nanoparticles
instead of the electrically conductive polymers or nanopar-
ticles.

In a preferred embodiment of the invention the starting
aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers is divided into separate
portions which are separately nanocoated by alternatively
adsorbing onto the fibers multiple consecutively-applied lay-
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ers of the electrically conductive polymers or nanoparticles
(or certain magnetically-active polymers or nanoparticles, or
certain optically-active polymers or nanoparticles) so as to
impart a positive charge to one portion and a negative charge
to the other portion, then blending the two portions to form a
complex aggregate pulp of nanocoated fibers. (If the strength
of the finished paper is not an important consideration the
negative charge may not be necessary.) The thus modified
complex aggregate pulp is subsequently drained and dried to
form sheets of multi-layer nanocoated fibers, and then pro-
cessed to make a smart paper with enhanced electrical, mag-
netic and/or optical activity properties. One advantage of the
method of this invention is that it uses layer-by-layer nanoas-
sembly techniques, which employ aqueous polymer solu-
tions, are easily scaled up to mass production and are envi-
ronmentally friendly.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1—Cartoon depicting layer-by-layer assembly via
alternate adsorption of oppositely charged polyelectrolytes
for coating on fiber substrates.

FIG. 2—SEM images of the wood microfiber. (a) Hard-
wood microfiber; (b) Softwood refined microfiber. (SEM
AMREY-1830)

FIG. 3—Plot of thickness of the L-b-L coated films deter-
mined using Quartz Crystal Microbalance (9 MHz QCM
Instrument, USI-System, Japan).

FIG. 4—Confocal images of the wood microfiber coated in
alternate (a) PAH-FITC and PEDOT-PSS-RBITC; (b) PEI-
FITC and PEDOT-PSS-RBITC. Leica TCS SP Confocal
Laser Fluorescent microscope (Leica, Germany)

FIG. 5—SEM micrograph of the wood microfibers (a)
Uncoated microfiber; (b) Microfibers coated with 4 bilayers
of PEI & PEDOT-PSS polymers. (SEM Amrey-1830)

FIG. 6—PEI/PEDOT-PSS film coated on glass substrate
for surface characterization (a) Step profile; (b) Surface pro-
file measured using AFM. (Atomic Force Microscope, Que-
sant Instruments)

FIG. 7—Plot of I-V Characteristics of beaten wood fibers
coated with PEDOT-PSS in alternate with PEI suing L-b-L.
assembly. (Electrical Probe Station, Keithley Instruments)

FIG. 8—Plot of conductivity vs. number of bilayers coated
on beaten wood fiber with PEDOT-PSS & other polycations
using layer-by-layer assembly.

FIG. 9—Plot of (a) Frequency response; (b) Simple
equivalent circuit representing the conductive wood fiber.

FIG. 10—(a) SEM micrograph of the hand sheet prepared
using wood microfibers coated with four layers of PEDOT-
PSS in alternate with PEI; (b) SEM micrograph of the hand
sheet edge (SEM AMREY-1830); (¢) Photographic image of
the full hand sheet of 6" diameter.

FIG. 11—Bar graph of conductivity of hand sheet made
from wood microfibers coated with four layers of PEDOT-
PSS using L-b-L assembly in alternate with PEI cationic
polyelectrolyte.

FIG. 12—Bar graph of tensile Strength (TAPPI standard)
test of the hand sheet prepared from PEDOT-PSS/PEI coated
pulp microfibers.

FIG. 13—Plot of Zeta-potential results (a) when a layer of
carbon nanotubes is coated in alternate with a layer of PEI,
and (b) when a bilayer of carbon nanotubes and PEI is coated
in alternate with a bilayer of PEDOT-PSS.

FIG. 14—Plot of thickness of the coated carbon nanotube
films using 5, and 25 pg/ml solutions, PEDOT-PSS using 3
mg/ml solution, and a bilayer of PEDOT-PSS/PEI coated in
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alternate with a bilayer of carbon nanotubes, as calculated
using quartz crystal micro-balance (QCM).

FIG. 15—Plot of measured I-V characteristics for wood
microfibers coated with four bilayers of carbon nanotubes
solution consisting of 5, 10 and 25 pug/ml concentrations of
carbon nanotubes, PEDOT-PSS using 3 mg/ml solution, and
two bilayer of PEDOT-PSS/PEI coated in alternate with two
bilayer of carbon nanotubes (25 pg/ml solution).

FIG. 16—Plot of conductivity of microfibers coated with
different species of bilayers (carbon nanotubes solution con-
sisting of 5, 10 and 25 pg/ml concentrations of carbon nano-
tubes, PEDOT-PSS using 3 mg/ml solution, and two bilayers
of PEDOT-PSS/PEI coated in alternate with two bilayers of
carbon nanotubes-25 pg/ml solution) versus number of bilay-
ers.

FIG. 17—Equipment setup for coating polyelectrolytes on
pulp wood microfibers.

FIG. 18—Photographic image of the hand sheets produced
by mixing different concentration of conductive coated fibers
and virgin uncoated fibers.

FIG. 19—(a) depiction of a type of paper-based capacitor
that may be fabricated using the layers of conductive paper by
the method of the invention (b) plot of capacitance versus
voltage

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The first step of the method of this invention involves
forming an aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers. A slurry of
between approximately 0.5 and 15% by weight solids is pre-
pared by conventional paper manufacturing techniques using
virgin lignocellulose fibers and/or broken (mill broke)
recycled fibers. The second step comprises the nanocoating of
the aqueous pulp by alternatively impregnating the pulp fibers
with multiple consecutively-applied layers of organized ultra
thin and oppositely-charged polyelectrolytes, at least one of
which is an electrically conductive polymer or nanoparticle
and another one of which has a charge opposite the charge of
said electrically conductive polymer or nanoparticle.
Examples of suitable electrically conductive polymers or
nanoparticles are poly(3,4-ethylene-dioxythiophene-poly
(styrene sulfonate) (PEDOT-PSS), polypyrrole (PPY), poly
(3-hexylthiophene (P3HT), polyaniline, polythiophene,
polyphenylene, elemental gold (Au), elemental copper (Cu),
elemental silver (Ag), elemental palladium (Pd), elemental
zirconium (Zr), elemental chromium (Cr), and carbon nano-
tubes. Examples of suitable ultra thin polyelectrolytes having
a charge opposite of said electrically conductive polymer or
nanoparticle are poly(allylamine hydrochloride) (PAH),
branched poly(ethyleneimine) (PEI), poly(diallyldimethy-
lammonium chloride) (PDDA) and poly(styrene sulfonate)
(PSS).

The ultra thin polyelectrolytes are made available in the
form of a solution or dispersion containing the polyelectro-
lytes. The treatment of the pulp with the solution in order to
impregnate the pulp fibers with the solution and cause the
polyelectrolytes to be adsorbed onto the fibers is carried out
by adding the solution to and mixing it with the pulp thereby
causing the alternate adsorption of is oppositely charged
polyelectrolytes. The number of adsorbed polyelectrolyte
layers is controlled by carrying out the operation so that the
ratio of oppositely-charged polyelectrolytes to lignocellulose
fibers contained in the aqueous pulp is between about 0.1 and
5% by dry weight of polyelectrolytes and dry weight of fibers.
The resulting modified aqueous pulp of multi-layer nano-
coated fibers is drained of water utilizing drain screens to
form sheets of multi-layer nanocoated fibers. The resulting
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dried sheets are then processed to make a smart paper that has
superior electrical conductivity, magnetic and/or optical
properties.

In a preferred embodiment of the invention the starting
aqueous pulp of fibers is first divided into two separate por-
tions roughly equal in volume, alternatively impregnating
them with the polyelectrolyte solutions, as already described,
and causing the adsorption of the oppositely-charged poly-
electrolytes on the fibers. The technique involves nanocoating
one such portion with multiple consecutively-applied layers
of organized ultra thin and oppositely-charged polyelectro-
lytes so as to impart a positive charge to the outermost layer of
the fiber substrate. The other portion is then separately treated
in similar fashion but the treatment is carried out so as to
impart a negative charge to the outermost layer of the fiber
substrate. (If the strength of the finished paper is not an
important consideration the negative charge may not be nec-
essary.) The two portions are then blended with each other
during the paper making process. The thus modified complex
aggregate pulp, which normally exhibits a substantially neu-
tral charge, is subsequently drained and dried to form sheets
of multi-layer nanocoated fibers in the manner described
above, and then processed to make smart paper with enhanced
electrical conductivity, magnetic and/or optical properties.

The coating processes developed prior to the method of this
invention include printability improvements, opacity
improvements, smoothness, and strength to name a few.
These coating processes have in common that they apply a
coat to the paper substrate after or during formation of the
sheet from the microfibers. The method of this invention
provides a systematic layer-by-layer (L-b-L) nanoassembly
of conducting polyelectrolyte thin films on lignocellulose
microfibers and then integration of such fibers to paper. Pulp-
ing, process chemistry, paper coating and recycling are key
areas that can benefit from the nanotechnology methods, such
as L-b-L. nanoassembly and others. As set forth above,
nanoassembly (L-b-L) is a unique method based on sequen-
tial deposition of oppositely charged polyelectrolytes or
nanoparticles on surfaces of different shapes and sizes as
shown in FIG. 1. This unique feature of L-b-L has attracted
widespread interest of its usage in the field of nanocoating. In
the last decade, L-b-L. nanoassembly has been developed as a
simple, practical and versatile method. It allows creating ultra
thin films (in nanometer range) both on large surfaces and on
microfibers and cores with the desired composition. The tech-
nique has been also used for drug nano-encapsulation, devel-
opment of biological sensory layers, and carbon nanotube
encasing.

The method of this invention applies this technology to
lignocellulose wood microfibers for production of electri-
cally conductive paper. For testing our method we have used
an aqueous dispersion of anionic poly-(3,4-ethylene-diox-
ythiophene-poly(styrene sulfonate) (PEDOT-PSS), commer-
cially available as Baytron P from H. C. Stark, and poly
(allylamine hydrochloride) (PAH) and poly(ethyleneimine)
(PEI) as our cationic polyelectrolytes for [.-b-L. assembly. By
creating organized multiple layers of these polyelectrolytes
on a surface of wood microfibers, we have produced a nano-
coating that enables the microfibers to exhibit moderate elec-
trical conductivity, and we have found that such electrical
conductivity may be controlled by increasing or decreasing
the number of conductive polymer layers in the coating. Sub-
sequently, we have used these fibers for the production of
hand sheets that have a measurable electrical conductivity.
Combining [-b-I. nanoassembly and an inkjet printing to
form electrically active layers on wood microfibers and paper,
electronic devices such as capacitors, inductors, transistors,
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sensors, communication devices, electromagnetic shields and
paper-based displays may be designed.

The commercial pulp used in some of the test experiments
was beaten bleached Kraft softwood microfibers (less than
1% lignin and more than 99% cellulose), press-dried, and
shipped in bundles of 17"x14" sheets, supplied by Interna-
tional Paper Company, Bastrop, La. FIG. 2 shows the scan-
ning electron microscopy (SEM) images of the hardwood and
softwood lignocellulose microfibers. The hardwood microfi-
bers are smaller with 1 mm in length and 10-15 um in diam-
eter, and have thicker cell walls. On the other hand, the soft-
wood microfibers are larger with 3 mm in length and 35-50
um in diameter, and have thin walls. We made conductive
coating on both types of fibers. In the test work set forth below
mostly softwood fibers were used for coating conductive
polymers to make conducting paper.

The surface potential (Zeta-potential) of PEDOT-PSS
complex conducting polymer on TiO, nanoparticles (25 nm
diameter) was measured to be negatively charged, at pH 5
using Brookhaven Zeta Plus micro-electrophoresis instru-
ment. Therefore, different cationic polyelectrolytes such as
PAH and PEI were used as an alternate layer with PEDOT-
PSS to form the multilayer architecture film using L-b-L.
assembly. Initially the microfibers were coated with two
bilayers of PAH/PSS and PEI/PSS respectively as a precursor
to ensure uniform coverage of the substrate. (A bilayer may
also be formed by combining any two species from the group
consisting of poly(3,4-ethylene-dioxythiophene-poly(sty-
rene sulfonate) (PEDOT-PSS), polypyrrole (PPY), poly-(3-
hexylthiophene (P3HT), polyaniline and carbon nanotubes so
long as the two chosen species exhibit opposite charges. One
such example is a bilayer made by coating a fiber with one
PEDOT-PSS and one PPY; another example is a bilayer made
by coating a fiber with one P3HT and one PEDOT-PSS;
another example is a bilayer made by coating a fiber with one
PEDOT-PSS and one carbon nanotube, and so on.) 0.5 M
NaCl solutions of polyelectrolytes (PAH and PEI) were also
used to coat in alternate with PEDOT-PSS layer to demon-
strate their effect on conductivity of the coated microfibers.
The surface potential of all the polyelectrolyte coated
microfibers was also measured to confirm the formation of the
multilayer architecture film on wood microfibers using layer-
by-layer process. In case of wood fibers coated with different
polycations and PEDOT-PSS polymer, a small amount of
short coated fibers were taken and dispersed in deionized
water to measure the surface potential. The fibers coated with
PEDOT-PSS conducting polymer were negatively charged at
pH 5 with potential —-40 mV. The PAH and PEI outermost
coating on the fibers gave a zeta potential of +35 mV, which
confirmed the surface recharging of fibers during alternate
polycation-polyanion adsorption in the L-b-L process. The
deposition rate of different polycations and PEDOT-PSS con-
ducting polymer on wood microfibers using L[-b-L self
assembly was observed to be 3 minutes for each monolayer
which is in comparison with the earlier reported work on
L-b-L assembly on planar substrates. The physical character-
ization of the microfibers was done using Roughness Step
Tester (RST). Thickness of the coated film was estimated
using quartz crystal micro-balance (QCM, USI System,
Japan) and UV-vis spectroscopy (Agilent). Current-voltage
characterization of single microfibers was done using Kei-
thley probe measurement system after each self-assembly of
PEDOT-PSS to study the electrical properties of the coated
film. After L-b-L. assembly of the polyelectrolytes and
PEDOT-PSS polymers on lignocellulose microfibers, the
hand sheet at 200 g/m? target basis weight were made at US
Department of Forestry, Pineville, La. Hand sheets were
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made according to Technical Association of Pulp and Paper
(TAAPI) T 205T-standard. Tensile test of the prepared hand
sheets were done on 2.5 cm wide and 15 cm long specimens.
Two test strips were used according to TAPPI T494-014-88
standard using a Lorentzen & Wettre Tensile Tester (Model
ALWETRON TH1). Degradation analysis of the conducting
hand sheet was done over the period of several months by
measuring the conductivity at room temperature each time
and comparing it with the initial conductivity (relative humid-
ity of the testing room was measured to be in between 40-44%
during all the measurements performed).

The assembly conditions were elaborated on silver quartz
crystal microbalance (QCM) resonators by monitoring the
process by weight addition on every deposition cycle. A reso-
nance frequency shift of the L-b-L. coated QCM-resonator
enabled us to precisely calculate the thickness of the depos-
ited multilayer. The plot in FIG. 3 shows a stable exponential
growth of films on QCM resonators when coated with alter-
nate layers of PEDOT-PSS/polycation. Unlike other polyca-
tion, thicker film of PEDOT-PSS was formed during L-b-L,
process when alternated with PEI polycation. An increment
of' 9 nm for every deposited bilayer of PEI/PEDOT-PSS was
observed during L-b-L. process on QCM (which for three
bilayers gives total coating thickness of 30 nm). On the other
hand, using UV-vis analysis it was observed that approxi-
mately 550 mg of PEDOT-PSS per 1 gram of wood microfi-
bers is consumed after three bilayers coated which is approxi-
mately twice more than the amount measured by QCM.
Better PEDOT-PSS/PEI deposition on the fibers may be
explained by a rough surface of the fibers as compared with
QCM electrode. These results show that using [.-b-L. assem-
bly, controlled step-wise deposition of ultra thin conducting
layer can be formed on the lignocellulose microfiber surface.

Confocal images of the microfibers coated with alternate
polyelectrolytes are shown in FIG. 4. Labeled PEDOT-PSS
polyelectrolyte was used in alternate with labeled PAH and
PEI polyelectrolytes to perform the [.-b-L. assembly on wood
microfibers. FIG. 4a shows the florescent images of the wood
fibers coated with a layer of PAH labeled with FITC (green)
and alternate layer of PEDOT-PSS labeled with RBITC (red).
FIG. 4b shows the florescent images of the wood fibers coated
with a layer of PEI labeled with FITC (green) and alternate
layer of PEDOT-PSS labeled with RBITC (red). This result
confirms that the L-b-L technique works on wood microfiber
substrate and alternate layers of electrolytes with opposite
charge can be coated on its surface. The SEM micrographs of
the uncoated and PEDOT-PSS conductive polymer coated
(using L-b-L assembly) wood microfibers are shown in FIGS.
5a and 5b, respectively.

The surface characterization of PEI/PEDOT-PSS coated
film on wood microfibers was difficult to perform due the
non-uniform geometrical structure of the fibers used. Instead
a glass substrate coated with four bilayers of PEDOT-PSS and
PEI using [.-b-L. assembly was used to perform the roughness
and step profile analysis of the deposited film. FIG. 6a shows
the step profile of the film measured using KLLA-Tencor step
profilometer and FIG. 65 shows the surface profile of the film
measured using AFM. From FIG. 64, the total thickness of the
film formed by 4-bilayer was measured to be 35 nm confirm-
ing the thickness obtained using QCM analysis (FIG. 3). The
roughness of the 4-bilayer PEI/PEDOT-PSS film (FIG. 65)
was measured to be less than 20 nm (roughness of plain glass
surface was measured to be 10-15 nm).

FIG. 7 shows the current-voltage characteristics of the
wood microfibers after each bilayer of PEI and PEDOT-PSS
had been deposited. It can be observed from FIG. 7 that after
each bilayer of PEI/PEDOT-PSS coated on fibers, the slope of
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the current-voltage line increases indicating decrease in resis-
tance of the coated wood microfibers. FIG. 8 shows the con-
ductivity versus number of bilayers when PEDOT-PSS is
coated in alternate with different polycations such as PAH,
PAH (0.5 M NaCl), PEI, and PEI (0.5 M NaCl). It was
observed that the PEDOT-PSS coated wood microfibers in
alternate with PEI polycation exhibit highest conductivity
among the samples prepared. This is a result of denser coat-
ing, which is formed when PEDOT-PSS is coated in alterna-
tion with PEI. (Density, in this context, refers to how much
weight of polyelectrolyte is attached to a single layer of fiber.)

A fiber coated with 4-bilayers of PEI/PEDOT-PSS was
tested for its frequency response. FIG. 9a gives the output
signal amplitude obtained from the fiber when a square wave
of 2 v peak to peak signal amplitude was given as input. The
response in FIG. 9a resembles the characteristics of a low-
pass filter. We believe that the physical features (e.g., holes) of
the wood microfiber and its layers of conductive coating give
rise to inductance characteristics. A resulting simple equiva-
lent circuit of the PEI/PEDOT-PSS coated microfiber is given
in FIG. 956, where the impedance of the coated fiber is given
by Z=R+jwL (where ‘R’ is the resistance and ‘L’ is the induc-
tance of the coated microfiber, and ‘®’ is the input signal
frequency). At low frequencies () the impedance (Z) is low
and the amplitude of the resulting output signal is high (FIG.
9a), whereas at higher frequencies (w) the amplitude of the
output signal decreases (FIG. 9a) due to increase in the
impedance value (7). This result is indicative of the realiza-
tion electronic devices on wood microfibers and their integra-
tion into the resulting paper.

The hand sheets at 200 g/m? target basis weight using wood
microfiber, coated with 4 bilayers of PEI/PEDOT-PSS, were
made at US Department of Forestry. The SEM micrograph of
the conductive hand sheet is shown in FIGS. 10a and 105. The
photographic image of the hand sheet is shown in FIG. 10c.
The conductivity of the hand sheet was calculated by mea-
suring current-voltage characteristics using a Keithley mea-
surement system and is given in FIG. 11. This figure also
shows the conductivity of the hand sheet measured over cer-
tain period of time in order to check the degradation of the
polymer coated on the wood fibers to make the hand sheet.
From degradation analysis, it has been determined that the
nanocoating of PEDOT-PSS on paper remains stable over
several days. The change in conductivity of the PEDOT-PSS
film was determined to be within 10% over a period of six
months. With regard to the strength of the conducting paper,
the tensile test results are shown FIG. 12. The control hand
sheet was made from wood fiber without any coating. From
the results shown in FIG. 12, it can be concluded that the
conducting hand sheet coated with PEDOT-PSS has higher
tensile index value than a control hand sheet made from virgin
uncoated fibers. The degradation and tensile strength analy-
ses show that a stable conductive paper can be made by
coating conducting polymer PEDOT-PSS, using layer-by-
layer assembly techniques, on wood microfibers right at the
beginning of the paper making process. An addition of dif-
ferent amounts of conductive fibers to virgin fibers allows the
production of paper with controlled conductivity. A minimal
amount of 25% conductive fibers in the mixture with virgin
fibers was preferred in order to provide good bulk paper
conductivity. It is surmised that a minimal amount such as this
may be needed in order to provide a permanent network of
conductive fibers through the paper sheets.

The smart conducting paper made by the method of this
invention may be used in many commercial applications,
such as realizing security documents and graphic arts directly
on paper. The conductive paper may be employed in the
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development of smart paper technology based on monitoring
of electrical, optical and other signals. Paper coated with
sensory layers, such as TiO, nanoparticles, may also be
applied to detect the concentration of ethylene, emitted by
climacteric fruits.

As set forth above, a novel method of achieving controlled
conductive coating on lignocellulose microfibers and paper
using a layer-by-layer nanoassembly is provided by the
method of'this invention. The conductivity of the coated fibers
and paper can be controlled in the range of 107> to 10 siemens,
depending on the type of the fibers and a number of deposited
molecular layers of the polythiophene. From degradation
analysis, it has been found that the nanocoating of the con-
ducting polymer (PEDOT-PSS) remains stable over at least
six months. The electrical response of L-b-I. nanocoated
single fiber resembles the characteristics of a low-pass filter
with drop of the output amplitude above 2 KHz. Conductive
paper was produced from PEDOT-PSS L-b-L coated fibers.
Nanocoated wood microfibers and paper may be applied to
make electronic devices, such as capacitors, inductors, and
transistors fabricated on cost-effective lignocellulose pulp.
The use of conductive nanocoating on wood fibers can open
the door for future development of smart paper technology,
applied as sensors, communication devices, electromagnetic
shields and paper-based displays.

FIGS. 13, 14, 15 and 16 illustrate a role of carbon nano-
tubes in the method of this invention. Thus, in FIG. 13 Zeta-
potential results are shown when a layer of carbon nanotubes
is coated in alternate with a layer of PEI as well as when a
bilayer of carbon nanotubes and PEI is coated in alternate
with a bilayer of PEDOT-PSS. The surface charge of all the
polyelectrolytes was measured using Brookhaven Zeta Plus
micro-electrophoresis instrument (z-potential). Initially, the
microfibers were coated with two precursor bilayers of PEl/
PSS to initiate the L-b-L process and ensure uniform cover-
age of the substrate. FIG. 13a shows that a layer of carbon
nanotubes can be coated in alternate with a layer PEI using
layer-by-layer assembly. A total of four bilayers of carbon
nanotubes and PEI have been coated in this case. FIG. 135
shows that a bilayer of carbon nanotubes and PEI is coated in
alternate with a bilayer of PEDOT-PSS. A total of two bilay-
ers of PEDOT-PSS/PEI and two bilayers of carbon nano-
tubes/PEI have been coated in this case. The thickness of the
coated carbon nanotube films using 5, 10 and 25 pg/ml solu-
tions, PEDOT-PSS using 3 mg/ml solution, and a bilayer of
PEDOT-PSS/PEI coated in alternate with a bilayer of carbon
nanotubes were calculated using quartz crystal micro-balance
(QCM) are shown in FIG. 14. FIG. 15 shows the measured
1-V characteristics for wood microfibers coated with four
bilayers of carbon nanotubes solution consisting of 5, 10 and
25 ng/ml concentrations of carbon nanotubes, PEDOT-PSS
using 3 mg/ml solution, and two bilayer of PEDOT-PSS/PEI
coated in alternate with two bilayer of carbon nanotubes (25
ng/ml solution). It can be observed that as the concentration
of'the carbon nanotube solution increases, the slope ofthe [-V
curve increases, indicating decrease in resistance. Also, the
resistance of the fibers decreases dramatically when a bilayer
of PEDOT-PSS is coated in alternate with a bilayer of carbon
nanotubes. This is due to the conduction path provided by
PEDOT-PSS to carbon nanotubes. FIG. 16 shows the conduc-
tivity of microfibers coated with different species of bilayers
(carbon nanotubes solution consisting of 5, 10 and 25 pg/ml
concentrations of carbon nanotubes, PEDOT-PSS using 3
mg/ml solution, and two bilayers of PEDOT-PSS/PEI coated
in alternate with two bilayers of carbon nanotubes-25 pug/ml
solution) versus the number of bilayers. It can be noted that,
initially, the conductivity of the fibers increases as the number
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of bilayers increases. This may be attributed to the nature of
very thin films: when the coating is too thin there may not be
a direct path for conduction, or there may be a surface effect
(e.g., density) due to which the conductivity does not remain
constant when the fibers are coated with initial bilayers.

The equipment setup for coating nano-layers of polymer
materials or nanoparticles is depicted in FIG. 17. First the
fibers are soaked in polycations solution (normal water or 0.1
M NaOH water) consisting of either PEI or PAH. After coat-
ing the fiber with a layer of polycations, the slurry of fibers
goes through a filtering system where excess solution is fil-
tered out and the fibers are then soaked in a solution of
polyanions consisting of PEDOT-PSS or carbon nanotubes.
The cycle of coating polycations and polyanions is repeated
until the desired numbers of bilayers are coated.

FIG. 18 shows the photographic images of the hand sheets
produced by mixing different concentration of conductive
coated fibers and virgin uncoated fibers.

FIG. 194 depicts atype of paper-based capacitor that can be
fabricated using the layers of conductive paper contemplated
by the method of the invention. In this illustration the top and
bottom plates of the capacitor are formed using the conduc-
tive paper. The dielectric of the capacitor can be a normal
uncoated microfibers or microfibers coated with dielectric
material such as SiO, using the same layer-by-layer process.
The measured capacitance of the actual paper-based capaci-
tor versus normal paper is shown in FIG. 195.

Following are recitations of slightly different embodiments
or variations contemplated by the method of this invention:

1°* Embodiment

A method for making electrically conducting wood
microfibers, comprising (a) forming an aqueous pulp of
lignocellulose fibers; (b) nanocoating said aqueous pulp of
lignocellulose fibers by alternatively adsorbing onto the
fibers multiple consecutively-applied layers of organized
ultra thin and oppositely-charged polyelectrolytes, at least
one of said polyelectrolytes being an electrically conductive
polymer or nanoparticle, and another of said polyelectrolytes
having a charge opposite of said electrically conductive poly-
mer or nanoparticle, thereby making a modified aqueous pulp
of electrically conductive multi-layer nanocoated lignocellu-
lose fibers; and (c¢) draining the water out of the modified
aqueous pulp to form electrically conducting wood microfi-
bers. Electrically conductive polymers or nanoparticles are
materials which exhibit electrical conductivity or semi con-
ductivity properties. The ultra thin and oppositely-charged
polyelectrolytes should have a thickness of between about 5
and 200 nanometers. The lignocellulose fibers used to form
said aqueous slurry are preferably large softwood fibers hav-
ing a length of at least about 1 mm in length and a diameter of
at least about 15 um (microns), and the aqueous pulp of
lignocellulose fibers is preferably an aqueous slurry having
between about 0.5 and 15% solids.

274 Embodiment

The method of the 1% Embodiment, wherein said electri-
cally conductive polymer or nanoparticle is chosen from the
group consisting of poly(3,4-ethylene-dioxythiophene-poly
(styrene sulfonate) (PEDOT-PSS), polypyrrole (PPY), poly-
(3-hexylthiophene (P3HT), polyaniline, polythiophene,
polyphenylene, Au, Cu, Ag, Pd, Zr, Cr, and carbon nanotubes,
and said polyelectrolyte having a charge opposite of said
electrically conductive polymer or nanoparticle is chosen
from the group consisting of poly(allylamine hydrochloride)
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(PAH), branched poly(ethyleneimine) (PEI), poly(dial-
lyldimethylammonium chloride) (PDDA) and poly(styrene
sulfonate) (PSS).

3’ Embodiment

A method for making electrically conducting paper, com-
prising (a) forming an aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers;
(b) nanocoating said aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers by
alternatively adsorbing onto the fibers multiple consecu-
tively-applied layers of organized ultra thin and oppositely-
charged polyelectrolytes, at least one of said polyelectrolytes
being an electrically conductive polymer or nanoparticle, and
another of said polyelectrolytes having a charge opposite of
said electrically conductive polymer or nanoparticle, thereby
making a modified aqueous pulp of electrically conductive
multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers; (¢) draining the
water out of the modified aqueous pulp to form sheets of
electrically conductive multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose
fibers; (d) drying said formed sheets of electrically conduc-
tive multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers; and (e) pro-
cessing the dried nanocoated sheets to make a finished paper
having enhanced electrical conductivity. The ultra thin and
oppositely-charged polyelectrolytes should have a thickness
of between about 5 and 200 nanometers. The lignocellulose
fibers used to form said aqueous slurry are preferably large
softwood fibers having a length of at least about 1 mm in
length and a diameter of at least about 15 pm (microns), and
the aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers is preferably an
aqueous slurry having between about 0.5 and 15% solids.

47 Embodiment

The method of the 3’? Embodiment, wherein said electri-
cally conductive polymer or nanoparticle is chosen from the
group consisting of poly(3,4-ethylene-dioxythiophene-poly
(styrene sulfonate) (PEDOT-PSS), polypyrrole (PPY), poly-
(3-hexylthiophene (P3HT), polyaniline, polythiophene,
polyphenylene, Au, Cu, Ag, Pd, Zr, Cr, and carbon nanotubes,
and said polyelectrolyte having a charge opposite of said
electrically conductive polymer or nanoparticle is chosen
from the group consisting of poly(allylamine hydrochloride)
(PAH), branched poly(ethyleneimine) (PEI), poly(dial-
lyldimethylammonium chloride) (PDDA) and poly(styrene
sulfonate) (PSS).

5% Embodiment

A method for making electrically conducting paper, com-
prising (a) forming an aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers;
(b) nanocoating a first portion of said aqueous pulp of ligno-
cellulose fibers by alternatively adsorbing onto the fibers
multiple consecutively-applied layers of organized ultra thin
and oppositely-charged electrically conductive polymers or
nanoparticles selected from the group consisting of poly(3,4-
ethylene-dioxythiophene-poly(styrene sulfonate) (PEDOT-
PSS), polypyrrole (PPY), poly-(3-hexylthiophene (P3HT),
polyaniline, polythiophene, polyphenylene, Au, Cu, Ag, Pd,
Zr, Cr, Sn0O,, ZrO,, Al,O; and carbon nanotubes, thereby
making a first charged modified aqueous pulp of electrically
conductive multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers; (this
first portion must be electrically conductive) (c) separately
nanocoating a second portion of said aqueous pulp of ligno-
cellulose fibers by alternatively adsorbing onto the fibers
multiple consecutively-applied layers of organized ultra thin
and oppositely-charged polyelectrolytes selected from the
group consisting of poly(allylamine hydrochloride) (PAH),
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branched poly(ethyleneimine) (PEI), poly(diallyldimethy-
lammonium chloride) (PDDA) and poly(styrene sulfonate)
(PSS), thereby making a second oppositely-charged modified
aqueous pulp of multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers;
(this second portion may be but need not be electrically con-
ductive) (d) blending said first charged modified aqueous
pulp of electrically conductive multi-layer nanocoated ligno-
cellulose fibers with said second oppositely-charged modi-
fied aqueous pulp of multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose
fibers to form a complex aggregate pulp of nanocoated fibers;
(e) draining the water out of the complex aggregate pulp of
nanocoated fibers to form sheets of electrically conductive
multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers; (f) drying said
formed sheets of electrically conductive multi-layer nano-
coated lignocellulose fibers; and (g) processing the dried
nanocoated sheets to make a finished paper having enhanced
electrical conductivity. The nanocoating of the first portion of
lignocellulose fiber pulp is preferably carried out consecu-
tively through one adsorption step less than the nanocoating
of'said second portion of lignocellulose fiber pulp. The ultra
thin and oppositely-charged polyelectrolytes should have a
thickness of between about 5 and 200 nanometers. The ligno-
cellulose fibers used to form said aqueous slurry are prefer-
ably large softwood fibers having a length of at least about 1
mm in length and a diameter of at least about 15 pm (mi-
crons), and the aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers is pref-
erably aqueous slurry having between about 0.5 and 15%
solids. In a variation of the technique illustrated in this 5%
Embodiment, the second portion of the pulp is nanocoated by
alternatively adsorbing onto the fibers multiple consecu-
tively-applied layers of organized ultra thin and oppositely-
charged polyelectrolytes chosen from any one or more of the
polyelectrolytes used to nanocoat the first portion of the aque-
ous pulp of lignocellulose fibers.

67 Embodiment

A method for making electrically conducting paper, com-
prising (a) forming an aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers;
(b) nanocoating a first portion of said aqueous pulp of ligno-
cellulose fibers by alternatively adsorbing onto the fibers
multiple consecutively-applied layers of organized ultra thin
and oppositely-charged electrically conductive polymers or
nanoparticles selected from the group consisting of poly(3,4-
ethylene-dioxythiophenepoly(styrene sulfonate) (PEDOT-
PSS), polypyrrole (PPY), poly-(3-hexylthiophene (P3HT),
polyaniline, polythiophene, polyphenylene, elemental gold
(Au), elemental copper (Cu), elemental silver (Ag), elemental
palladium (Pd), elemental zirconium (Zr), elemental chro-
mium (Cr), and carbon nanotubes, thereby making a first
charged modified aqueous pulp of electrically conductive
multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers; (c) separately
providing a second portion of said aqueous pulp of lignocel-
Iulose fibers; (d) blending said first charged modified aqueous
pulp of electrically conductive multi-layer nanocoated ligno-
cellulose fibers with said second portion of said aqueous pulp
of lignocellulose fibers to form a complex aggregate pulp of
nanocoated fibers; (e) draining the water out of the complex
aggregate pulp of nanocoated fibers to form sheets of electri-
cally conductive multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose
fibers; (f) drying said formed sheets of electrically conductive
multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers; and (g) process-
ing the dried nanocoated sheets to make a finished paper
having enhanced electrical conductivity. (The first portion is
nanocoated but the second portion is not).

77 Embodiment

A method for making magnetically active wood microfi-
bers, comprising (a) forming an aqueous pulp of lignocellu-
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lose fibers; (b) nanocoating said aqueous pulp of lignocellu-
lose fibers by alternatively adsorbing onto the fibers multiple
consecutively-applied layers of organized ultra thin and
oppositely-charged polyelectrolytes, at least one of said poly-
electrolytes being an magnetically active polymer or nano-
particle, and another of said polyelectrolytes having a charge
opposite of said magnetically active polymer or nanoparticle,
thereby making a modified aqueous pulp of magnetically
active multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers; and (c)
draining the water out of the modified aqueous pulp to form
magnetically active wood microfibers. Electrically conduc-
tive polymers or nanoparticles are materials which exhibit
electrical conductivity or semi conductivity properties. Mag-
netically active polymers or nanoparticles are materials
which exhibit magnetic properties. The ultra thin and oppo-
sitely-charged polyelectrolytes should have a thickness of
between about 5 and 200 nanometers. The lignocellulose
fibers used to form said aqueous slurry are preferably large
softwood fibers having a length of at least about 1 mm in
length and a diameter of at least about 15 pm (microns), and
the aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers is preferably an
aqueous slurry having between about 0.5 and 15% solids.

8% Embodiment

The method of the 7 Embodiment, wherein said magneti-
cally active polymer or nanoparticle is chosen from the group
consisting of elemental cobalt (Co), cobalt ferrite, cobalt
nitride, cobalt oxide, an alloy of cobalt and palladium (Co—
Pd), an alloy of cobalt and platinum (Co—Pt), elemental iron
(Fe), an alloy of iron and gold (Fe—Au), an alloy of iron and
chromium (Fe—Cr), iron nitride (Fe—N), Fe,O,, an alloy of
iron and palladium (Fe—Pd), an alloy of iron and platinum
(Fe—Pt), an alloy of iron, zirconium, niobium and boron
(Fe—Zr—Nb—B), manganese nitride (Mn—N), an alloy of
neodymium, iron and boron (Nd—Fe—B), an alloy of neody-
mium, iron, boron, niobium and copper (Nd—Fe—B—Nb—
Cu), elemental nickel (Ni) and nickel alloys, and said poly-
electrolyte having a charge opposite of said magnetically
active polymer or nanoparticle is chosen from the group con-
sisting of poly(allylamine hydrochloride) (PAH), branched
poly(ethyleneimine) (PEI), poly(diallyldimethylammonium
chloride) (PDDA) and poly(styrene sulfonate) (PSS).

9% Embodiment

A method for making magnetically active paper, compris-
ing (a) forming an aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers; (b)
nanocoating said aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers by
alternatively adsorbing onto the fibers multiple consecu-
tively-applied layers of organized ultra thin and oppositely-
charged polyelectrolytes, at least one of said polyelectrolytes
being an magnetically active polymer or nanoparticle, and
another of said polyelectrolytes having a charge opposite of
said magnetically active polymer or nanoparticle, thereby
making a modified aqueous pulp of magnetically active
multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers; (¢) draining the
water out of the modified aqueous pulp to form sheets of
magnetically active multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose
fibers; (d) drying said formed sheets of magnetically active
multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers; and (e) process-
ing the dried nanocoated sheets to make a finished paper
having enhanced magnetic properties. The ultra thin and
oppositely-charged polyelectrolytes should have a thickness
of between about 5 and 200 nanometers. The lignocellulose
fibers used to form said aqueous slurry are preferably large
softwood fibers having a length of at least about 1 mm in
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length and a diameter of at least about 15 um (microns), and
the aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers is preferably an
aqueous slurry having between about 0.5 and 15% solids.

10” Embodiment

The method of the 9 Embodiment, wherein said magneti-
cally active polymer or nanoparticle is chosen from the group
consisting of elemental cobalt (Co), cobalt ferrite, cobalt
nitride, cobalt oxide, an alloy of cobalt and palladium (Co—
Pd), an alloy of cobalt and platinum (Co—Pt), elemental iron
(Fe), an alloy of iron and gold (Fe—Au), an alloy of iron and
chromium (Fe—Cr), iron nitride (Fe—N), Fe,O,, an alloy of
iron and palladium (Fe—Pd), an alloy of iron and platinum
(Fe—Pt), an alloy of iron, zirconium, niobium and boron
(Fe—Zr—Nb—B), manganese nitride (Mn—N), an alloy of
neodymium, iron and boron (Nd—Fe—B), an alloy of neody-
mium, iron, boron, niobium and copper (Nd—Fe—B—Nb—
Cu), elemental nickel (Ni) and nickel alloys, and said poly-
electrolyte having a charge opposite of said magnetically
active polymer or nanoparticle is chosen from the group con-
sisting of poly(allylamine hydrochloride) (PAH), branched
poly(ethyleneimine) (PEI), poly(diallyldimethylammonium
chloride) (PDDA) and poly(styrene sulfonate) (PSS).

117 Embodiment

A method for making magnetically active paper, compris-
ing (a) forming an aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers; (b)
nanocoating a first portion of said aqueous pulp of lignocel-
Iulose fibers by alternatively adsorbing onto the fibers mul-
tiple consecutively-applied layers of organized ultra thin and
oppositely-charged magnetically active polymers or nanopar-
ticles selected from the group consisting of elemental cobalt
(Co), cobalt ferrite, cobalt nitride, cobalt oxide, an alloy of
cobalt and palladium (Co—Pd), an alloy of cobalt and plati-
num (Co—Pt), elemental iron (Fe), an alloy of iron and gold
(Fe—Au), an alloy of iron and chromium (Fe—Cr), iron
nitride (Fe—N), Fe;O,, an alloy of iron and palladium (Fe—
Pd), an alloy of iron and platinum (Fe—Pt), an alloy of iron,
zirconium, niobium and boron (Fe—Zr—Nb—B), manga-
nese nitride (Mn—N), an alloy of neodymium, iron and boron
(Nd—Fe—B), an alloy of neodymium, iron, boron, niobium
and copper (Nd—Fe—B—Nb—Cu), elemental nickel (Ni)
and nickel alloys, thereby making a first charged modified
aqueous pulp of magnetically active multi-layer nanocoated
lignocellulose fibers; (this first portion must be magnetically
active) (c) separately nanocoating a second portion of said
aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers by alternatively adsorb-
ing onto the fibers multiple consecutively-applied layers of
organized ultra thin and oppositely-charged polyelectrolytes
selected from the group consisting of poly(allylamine hydro-
chloride) (PAH), branched poly(ethyleneimine) (PEI), poly
(diallyldimethylammonium chloride) (PDDA) and poly(sty-
rene sulfonate) (PSS), thereby making a second oppositely-
charged modified aqueous pulp of multi-layer nanocoated
lignocellulose fibers; (this second portion may be but need not
be magnetically active) (d) blending said first charged modi-
fied aqueous pulp of magnetically active multi-layer nano-
coated lignocellulose fibers with said second oppositely-
charged modified aqueous pulp of multi-layer nanocoated
lignocellulose fibers to form a complex aggregate pulp of
nanocoated fibers; (e) draining the water out of the complex
aggregate pulp of nanocoated fibers to form sheets of mag-
netically active multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers;
(f) drying said formed sheets of magnetically active multi-
layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers; and (g) processing the
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dried nanocoated sheets to make a finished paper having
enhanced magnetic properties. The nanocoating of the first
portion of lignocellulose fiber pulp is preferably carried out
consecutively through one adsorption step less than the nano-
coating of said second portion of lignocellulose fiber pulp.
The ultra thin and oppositely-charged polyelectrolytes should
have a thickness of between about 5 and 200 nanometers. The
lignocellulose fibers used to form said aqueous slurry are
preferably large softwood fibers having a length of at least
about 1 mm in length and a diameter of at least about 15 um
(microns), and the aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers is
preferably an aqueous slurry having between about 0.5 and
15% solids. In a variation of the technique illustrated in this
11” Embodiment, the second portion of the pulp is nano-
coated by alternatively adsorbing onto the fibers multiple
consecutively-applied layers of organized ultra thin and
oppositely-charged polyelectrolytes chosen from any one or
more of the polyelectrolytes used to nanocoat the first portion
of the aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers.

127 Embodiment

A method for making magnetically active paper, compris-
ing (a) forming an aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers; (b)
nanocoating a first portion of said aqueous pulp of lignocel-
Iulose fibers by alternatively adsorbing onto the fibers mul-
tiple consecutively-applied layers of organized ultra thin and
oppositely-charged magnetically active polymers or nanopar-
ticles selected from the group consisting of elemental cobalt
(Co), cobalt ferrite, cobalt nitride, cobalt oxide, an alloy of
cobalt and palladium (Co—Pd), an alloy of cobalt and plati-
num (Co—Pt), elemental iron (Fe), an alloy of iron and gold
(Fe—Au), an alloy of iron and chromium (Fe—Cr), iron
nitride (Fe—N), Fe;O,, an alloy of iron and palladium (Fe—
Pd), an alloy of iron and platinum (Fe—Pt), an alloy of iron,
zirconium, niobium and boron (Fe—Zr—Nb—B), manga-
nese nitride (Mn—N), an alloy of neodymium, iron and boron
(Nd—Fe—B), an alloy of neodymium, iron, boron, niobium
and copper (Nd—Fe—B—Nb—Cu), elemental nickel (Ni)
and nickel alloys, thereby making a first charged modified
aqueous pulp of magnetically active multi-layer nanocoated
lignocellulose fibers; (c) separately providing a second por-
tion of said aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers; (d) blend-
ing said first charged modified aqueous pulp of magnetically
active multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers with said
second portion of said aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers to
form a complex aggregate pulp of nanocoated fibers; (e)
draining the water out of the complex aggregate pulp of
nanocoated fibers to form sheets of magnetically active multi-
layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers; (f) drying said formed
sheets of magnetically active multi-layer nanocoated ligno-
cellulose fibers; and (g) processing the dried nanocoated
sheets to make a finished paper having enhanced magnetic
properties. (The first portion is nanocoated but the second
portion is not).

137 Embodiment

A method for making optically active wood microfibers,
comprising (a) forming an aqueous pulp of lignocellulose
fibers; (b) nanocoating said aqueous pulp of lignocellulose
fibers by alternatively adsorbing onto the fibers multiple con-
secutively-applied layers of organized ultra thin and oppo-
sitely-charged polyelectrolytes, at least one of said polyelec-
trolytes being an optically ro active polymer or nanoparticle,
and another of said polyelectrolytes having a charge opposite
of'said optically active polymer or nanoparticle, thereby mak-
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ing a modified aqueous pulp of optically active multi-layer
nanocoated lignocellulose fibers; and (c) draining the water
out of the modified aqueous pulp to form optically active
wood microfibers. Optically active polymers or nanoparticles
are materials which exhibit change in color when stimulated
by electrical, magnetic, thermal, light, chemical, and/or
mechanical impulses. The ultra thin and oppositely-charged
polyelectrolytes should have a thickness of between about 5
and 200 nanometers. The lignocellulose fibers used to form
said aqueous slurry are preferably large softwood fibers hav-
ing a length of at least about 1 mm in length and a diameter of
at least about 15 um (microns), and the aqueous pulp of
lignocellulose fibers is preferably an aqueous slurry having
between about 0.5 and 15% solids.

14” Embodiment

The method of the 13” Embodiment, wherein said opti-
cally active polymer or nanoparticle is chosen from the group
consisting of liquid crystals, quantum dots, a leuco dye, a
lactone dye, cyanine, napthochinone, elemental manganese
(Mn), rhenium (Re), a divalent iron compound (divalent Fe),
a divalent palladium compound (divalent Pd), molybdenum
or a compound of molybdenum (molybdenum), a divalent
copper compound (divalent copper), poly-2-vinyl-pyridine, a
solvatochromic dye, ortho-dianisidine, a chromogenic poly-
mer, cobalt chloride, a chromophore, 1,4-bis-a-cyano-4-(12-
hydroxydodecyloxy)styryl)-2,5-dimethoxybenzene
(C,,0H-RG), tetrathiafulvalence (TTF), Prussian blue, tetra-
cyanoquinodimethane (TCNQ), elemental gold (Au),
elemental silver (Ag) and a thermochromic polymer-organic
crystal, and said polyelectrolyte having a charge opposite of
said optically active polymer or nanoparticle is chosen from
the group consisting of poly(allylamine hydrochloride)
(PAH), branched poly(ethyleneimine) (PEI), poly(dial-
lyldimethylammonium chloride) (PDDA) and poly(styrene
sulfonate) (PSS).

15” Embodiment

A method for making optically active paper, comprising (a)
forming an aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers; (b) nano-
coating said aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers by alterna-
tively adsorbing onto the fibers multiple consecutively-ap-
plied layers of organized ultra thin and oppositely-charged
polyelectrolytes, at least one of said polyelectrolytes being an
optically active polymer or nanoparticle, and another of said
polyelectrolytes having a charge opposite of said optically
active polymer or nanoparticle, thereby making a modified
aqueous pulp of optically active multi-layer nanocoated
lignocellulose fibers; (¢) draining the water out of the modi-
fied aqueous pulp to form sheets of optically active multi-
layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers; (d) drying said formed
sheets of optically active multi-layer nanocoated lignocellu-
lose fibers; and (e) processing the dried nanocoated sheets to
make a finished paper having enhanced optical properties.
The ultra thin and oppositely-charged polyelectrolytes should
have a thickness of between about 5 and 200 nanometers. The
lignocellulose fibers used to form said aqueous slurry are
preferably large softwood fibers having a length of at least
about 1 mm in length and a diameter of at least about 15 um
(microns), and the aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers is
preferably an aqueous slurry having between about 0.5 and
15% solids.

16" Embodiment

The method of the 15 Embodiment, wherein said opti-
cally active polymer or nanoparticle is chosen from the group
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consisting of liquid crystals, quantum dots, a leuco dye, a
lactone dye, cyanine, napthochinone, elemental manganese
(Mn), rthenium (Re), a divalent iron compound (divalent Fe),
a divalent palladium compound (divalent Pd), molybdenum
or a compound of molybdenum (molybdenum), a divalent
copper compound (divalent copper), poly-2-vinyl-pyridine, a
solvatochromic dye, ortho-dianisidine, a chromogenic poly-
mer, cobalt chloride, achromophore, 1,4-bis-(a-cyano-4-(12-
hydroxydodecyloxy)styryl)-2,5-dimethoxybenzene
(C,,0H-RG), tetrathiafulvalence (TTF), Prussian blue, tetra-
cyanoquinodimethane (TCNQ), elemental gold (Au),
elemental silver (Ag) and a thermochromic polymer-organic
crystal, and said polyelectrolyte having a charge opposite of
said optically active polymer or nanoparticle is chosen from
the group consisting of poly(allylamine hydrochloride)
(PAH), branched poly(ethyleneimine) (PEI), poly(dial-
lyldimethylammonium chloride) (PDDA) and poly(styrene
sulfonate) (PSS).

17” Embodiment

A method for making optically active paper, comprising (a)
forming an aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers; (b) nano-
coating a first portion of said aqueous pulp of lignocellulose
fibers by alternatively adsorbing onto the fibers multiple con-
secutively-applied layers of organized ultra thin and oppo-
sitely-charged optically active polymers or nanoparticles
selected from the group consisting of liquid crystals, quantum
dots, a leuco dye, a lactone dye, cyanine, napthochinone,
elemental manganese (Mn), rhenium (Re), a divalent iron
compound (divalent Fe), a divalent palladium compound (di-
valent Pd), molybdenum or a compound of molybdenum
(molybdenum), a divalent copper compound (divalent cop-
per), poly-2-vinyl-pyridine, a solvatochromic dye, ortho-dia-
nisidine, a chromogenic polymer, cobalt chloride, a chro-
mophore, 1,4-bis-a-cyano-4-(12-hydroxydodecyloxy)
styryl)-2,5-dimethoxybenzene (C,,0H-RG),
tetrathiafulvalence (TTF), Prussian blue, tetracyanoquin-
odimethane (TCNQ), elemental gold (Au), elemental silver
(Ag) and a thermochromic polymer-organic crystal, thereby
making a first charged modified aqueous pulp of optically
active multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers; (this first
portion must be optically active) (c) separately nanocoating a
second portion of said aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers
by alternatively adsorbing onto the fibers multiple consecu-
tively-applied layers of organized ultra thin and oppositely-
charged polyelectrolytes selected from the group consisting
of poly(allylamine hydrochloride) (PAH), branched poly
(ethyleneimine) (PEI), poly(diallyldimethylammonium
chloride) (PDDA) and polystyrene sulfonate) (PSS), thereby
making a second oppositely-charged modified aqueous pulp
of multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers; (this second
portion may be but need not be optically active) (d) blending
said first charged modified aqueous pulp of optically active
multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers with said second
oppositely-charged modified aqueous pulp of multi-layer
nanocoated lignocellulose fibers to form a complex aggregate
pulp of nanocoated fibers; (¢) draining the water out of the
complex aggregate pulp of nanocoated fibers to form sheets
of optically active multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose
fibers; (f) drying said formed sheets of optically active multi-
layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers; and (g) processing the
dried nanocoated sheets to make a finished paper having
enhanced optical properties. The nanocoating of the first por-
tion of lignocellulose fiber pulp is preferably carried out
consecutively through one adsorption step less than the nano-
coating of said second portion of lignocellulose fiber pulp.
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The ultra thin and oppositely-charged polyelectrolytes should
have a thickness of between about 5 and 200 nanometers. The
lignocellulose fibers used to form said aqueous slurry are
preferably large softwood fibers having a length of at least
about 1 mm in length and a diameter of at least about 15 um
(microns), and the aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers is
preferably aqueous slurry having between about 0.5 and 15%
solids. In a variation of the technique illustrated in this 17%
Embodiment, the second portion of the pulp is nanocoated by
alternatively adsorbing onto the fibers multiple consecu-
tively-applied layers of organized ultra thin and oppositely-
charged polyelectrolytes chosen from any one or more of the
polyelectrolytes used to nanocoat the first portion of the aque-
ous pulp of lignocellulose fibers.

18” Embodiment

A method for making optically active paper, comprising (a)
forming an aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers; (b) nano-
coating a first portion of said aqueous pulp of lignocellulose
fibers by alternatively adsorbing onto the fibers multiple con-
secutively-applied layers of organized ultra thin and oppo-
sitely-charged optically active polymers or nanoparticles
selected from the group consisting ofliquid crystals, quantum
dots, a leuco dye, a lactone dye, cyanine, napthochinone,
elemental manganese (Mn), rhenium (Re), a divalent iron
compound (divalent Fe), a divalent palladium compound (di-
valent Pd), molybdenum or a compound of molybdenum
(molybdenum), a divalent copper compound (divalent cop-
per), poly-2-vinyl-pyridine, a solvatochromic dye, ortho-dia-
nisidine, a chromogenic polymer, cobalt chloride, a chro-
mophore, 1,4-bis-a-cyano-4-(12-hydroxydodecyloxy)
styryl)-2,5-dimethoxybenzene (C,,0H-RG),
tetrathiafulvalence (TTF), Prussian blue, tetracyanoquin-
odimethane (TCNQ), elemental gold (Au), elemental silver
(Ag) and a thermochromic polymer-organic crystal, thereby
making a first charged modified aqueous pulp of optically
active multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers; (c) sepa-
rately providing a second portion of said aqueous pulp of
lignocellulose fibers; (d) blending said first charged modified
aqueous pulp of optically active multi-layer nanocoated
lignocellulose fibers with said second portion of said aqueous
pulp of lignocellulose fibers to form a complex aggregate
pulp of nanocoated fibers; (e¢) draining the water out of the
complex aggregate pulp of nanocoated fibers to form sheets
of optically active multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose
fibers; (f) drying said formed sheets of optically active multi-
layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers; and (g) processing the
dried nanocoated sheets to make a finished paper having
enhanced optical properties. (The first portion is nanocoated
but the second portion is not).

While the present invention has been described in terms of
particular embodiments and applications, in both summa-
rized and detailed forms, it is not intended that these descrip-
tions in any way limit its scope to any such embodiments and
applications, and it will be understood that substitutions,
changes and variations in the described embodiments, appli-
cations and details of the method illustrated herein and its
operation can be made by those skilled in the art without
departing from the spirit of this invention.

We claim:

1. A method for making electrically conducting smart
paper and/or wood microfibers, comprising:

(a) forming an aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers;

(b) nanocoating said aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers

by alternatively electrostatically adsorbing onto the
fibers multiple consecutively-applied layers of orga-
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nized ultra thin and oppositely-charged polyelectro-
lytes, at least one of said polyelectrolytes being an elec-
trically conductive polymers, or nanoparticles, or
carbon nanotubes, or combination thereof, and another
of'said polyelectrolytes having a charge opposite of said
electrically conductive polymer or nanoparticle, thereby
making a modified aqueous pulp of electrically conduc-
tive multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers;

(c) draining the water out of the modified aqueous pulp to
form sheets of electrically conducting wood fibers;

(d) drying said formed sheets of electrically conductive
multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers; and

(b) processing the dried nanocoated sheets to make a fin-
ished paper having enhanced electrical conductivity;

wherein said electrically conductive polymer comprises
poly(3,4-cthlene-dioxythiophene)-poly(styrene  sul-
fonate) (PEDOT-PSS) and carbon nanotubes and the
finished paper having a greater electrical conductivity
than if either PEDOT-PSS and carbon nanotubes were
used alone.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein said electrically con-
ductive polymer or nanoparticle is chosen from the group
consisting of, polypyrrole (PPY), poly-(3-hexylthiophene
(P3HT), polyaniline, polythiophene, polyphenylene, Au, Cu,
Ag, Pd, Zr, and Cr, and said polyelectrolyte having a charge
opposite of said electrically conductive polymer or nanopar-
ticle is chosen from the group consisting of poly(allylamine
hydrochloride) (PAH), branched poly(ethyleneimine) (PEI),
poly(diallyldimethylammonium chloride) (PDDA) and poly
(styrene sulfonate) (PSS).

3. The method of claim 1, electrostatically adsorbing at
least 2 but not more than 20 layers onto the lignocellulose
fibers, and wherein said lignocellulose fibers used to form
said aqueous pulp are large softwood fibers having a length of
at least about 1 mm in length and a diameter of at least about
15 um, and wherein said ultra thin and oppositely-charged
polyelectrolytes have a thickness of between about 2 and 200
nanometers.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein said lignocellulose
fibers used to form said aqueous pulp are large softwood
fibers having a length of at least about 1 mm in length and a
diameter of at least about 15 um, and wherein said ultra thin
and oppositely-charged polyelectrolytes have a thickness of
between about 2 and 20 nanometers.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein said aqueous pulp of
lignocellulose fibers is an aqueous pulp having between about
0.5 and 15% solids, and wherein said draining of the water out
of the modified aqueous pulp to form said sheets of electri-
cally conductive multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers
is carried out on one or more screens.

6. A method for making electrically conducting paper,
comprising:

(a) forming an aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers;

(b) nanocoating a first portion of said aqueous pulp of
lignocellulose fibers by alternatively electrostatically
adsorbing onto the fibers multiple consecutively-applied
layers of organized ultra thin and oppositely-charged
polyelectrolytes, thereby making a first charged modi-
fied aqueous pulp of multi-layer nanocoated lignocellu-
lose fibers;

(c) separately nanocoating a second portion of said aque-
ous pulp of lignocellulose fibers by alternatively elec-
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trostatically adsorbing onto the fibers multiple consecu-
tively-applied layers of organized ultra thin and
oppositely-charged polyelectrolytes, thereby making a
second oppositely-charged modified aqueous pulp of
multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers; and
wherein the first portion of charged modified aqueous
pulp has an outermost charged layer and the second
portion of oppositely-charged modified aqueous pulp
has an outermost layer that is oppositely charged from
the outermost charged layer of the first portion; and
wherein one or more of the layers of polyelectrolytes of
at least one of the first or second portions comprise
conductive polymers, nanoparticles, carbon nanotubes,
or combination thereof;,

(d) blending said first charged modified aqueous pulp of
multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers with said
second oppositely-charged modified aqueous pulp of
multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers to form a
complex aggregate pulp of nanocoated fibers;

(e) draining the water out of the complex aggregate pulp of
nanocoated fibers to form sheets of electrically conduc-
tive mull-layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers;

() drying said formed sheets of electrically conductive
multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers; and

(g) processing the dried nanocoated sheets to make a fin-
ished paper having enhanced electrical conductivity.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein said lignocellulose
fibers used to form said aqueous pulp are large softwood
fibers having a length of at least about 1 mm in length and a
diameter of at least about 15 pum, and wherein, said ultra thin
and oppositely-charged polyelectrolytes have a thickness of
between about 2 and 200 nanometers.

8. The method of claim 6, wherein said nanocoating of said
first portion of lignocellulose fiber pulp is carried out con-
secutively through one adsorption step less than said nano-
coating of said second portion of lignocellulose fiber pulp.

9. A method for making electrically conducting paper,
comprising:

(a) forming an aqueous pulp of lignocellulose fibers;

(b) nanocoating a first portion of said aqueous pulp of
lignocellulose fibers by alternatively electrostatically
adsorbing onto the fibers multiple consecutively-applied
layers of organized ultra thin and oppositely-charged
electrically conductive polymers or nanoparticles or car-
bon nanotubes or combination thereof, thereby making a
first charged modified aqueous pulp of electrically con-
ductive multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers;

(c) separately providing a second portion of said aqueous
pulp of lignocellulose fibers;

(d) blending said first charged modified aqueous pulp of
electrically conductive multi-layer nanocoated lignocel-
Iulose fibers with said second portion to form a complex
aggregate pulp of nanocoated fibers;

(e) draining the water out of the complex aggregate pulp of
nanocoated fibers to form sheets of electrically conduc-
tive mull-layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers;

() drying said formed sheets of electrically conductive
multi-layer nanocoated lignocellulose fibers; and

(g) processing the dried nanocoated sheets to make a fin-
ished paper having enhanced electrical conductivity.
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