
LESLIE BRISTER
ADMISSIONS SPECIALIST ENCINEERINC & SCIENCE

About Me

Hey there Student Outreoch Aword Committee! I om Leslie. I hove been working ot the
university for opproximotely eight yeors ond om o 2015 biology olumno. ln 2O2O,l completed
my Mosters in Higher Educolion & Student Affoirs. Over the post eighi yeors, I hove served
mony roles-odmissions recruiter, student recruiter odvisor, summer progroms co-coordinotor,
leod odmissions recruiter, ond now the odmissions speciolist for COES. I hove developed o
deep love for this field, porticulorly ot LA Tech. lnsteod of bleeding red & blue, I believe I

ocfuolly bleed Tech emblems (or ot leost thot is whot my boss tells me).
ln my personol llfe, I love being on-the-go. Mony people ond possions hove mode me who I

om. However, I hove listed some of my fovorites below.

Artial- Doing ortistic things puts me ot eose. Colligrophy, pointing, boking, porty plonning,
ond interior design ore my fovoriies. I hove never been formolly troined in ony of these
oreos. lt is somathing ljust hove on eye for. This hos gotten me into some interesting
situolions. Most recently, some of our COES orgs hove osked for my ossistonc6 in leoding
Pointing with o Twist nights. Trying to teoch engina€rs & scientist to open up to their ortistic
side is comicol to soy the leost.

Disney Fon- Thot is right! I love oll ihings supercolif rogilisticexpiolidocious. One of my
fovorite summer vocolions wos when my best friend ond lwent io ihe hoppiest ploce on
eorth. We got io wotch the firework show next to Roven Symone. I know oll you 90's girl
heorts jusl skipped o beot. Mine dtd too!!! Go ogoinst me in Disney trivio, ond I will give you
o run for your money.

Dog Mom- I hove o toy poodle nomed Theodore. We love.jeep rides, troil yolks, ond swim
doys. He is o ferocious ten pounds of spunk.

Fomily- llike to go hunting with my porents. Turkey hunting with dod, ond borgoin hunting
with mom. I hove o younger brother who moved to Houston, ofter groduoting from Louisiono
Tech. We ore both Bulldogs through ond through. I recenily rood tripped to see him ond got
to otlend the Houston Rodeo!

Night Owl- Colch me before 10om, ond you'd think I wos o zombie. I hove never been o

morning person. lwould octuolly prefer to work until 9pm if ii meoni lwould not hove to be
ot work until noon. My most recent night owl escopodes hove hod me binge wolching o new
N etflix series.

Southern Belle- Totolly self - proclo imed, but I love being from/living in the South. I om not
too sure lcould survive onywhere else. We southern belles grow up leorning the
fundomeniols of the Southern woy--yes sir, no mo'om, no white clothes until Eoster, ond
being just the rlght omount oI stubborn.

Sports Enthusiocl- | om counting down the doys to kick off. Footboll is my fovorite sport. I

think it is my fovorite becouse my high school did not hove o footboll teom. I hove to moke

up for oll my deprlved yeors. Good grovy-even my l6th birthdoy porty wos o LA Tech Footboll
toilgote. However, I love supporting oll Bulldogs sports ieoms. The Love Shock is my second
fovorite sporting venue behind The Joe.
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Sludent Outreoch

Oh, Louisiono Tech llove thee! As o freshmon student entering the university I hod
long-wished to ottend, I hod no ideo whot ihe words would come to meon to me todoy.
Louisiono Tech University holds such o speciol ploce in my heort. As on undergrod student, I

studied biology, worked in odmissions, ond wos eogerly involved in mony student
orgonizotions. Over those four yeors I connected with mony compus leoders who mode o
huge impoct in my college coreer-ona of the most influentiol being Deon Liberotos. He
encouroged me to look outside of my medicol field dreoms ond consider o coreer in higher
educofion. Dr. Liberotos sow my skills, my possions, ond me os on individuol ond mode o

rodicol difference in my life. Since thoi moment, I hove strived to do the some {or students I

encounter.
I storted working for odmissions ln Foll of 2015 os o studant worker, ond then full-

time upon my groduotion in July 2015. llove my role in recruiting students. lt ollows me to
shore my possion for oll things bulldog with high schoolers ond their fomilies. I toke greot joy
in shoring with them why LA Tech is the ploce to be. lt's sometimes hord to pour into so mony
people who moy nof be Loyol Blue ot the end of the yeor. Nonetheless, I continue to give
them my very best. One of my coworkers consiontly remorks thot my emoil responses ore too
long-thot I put beyond whoi the student/fomily needs to know in response to their
questions. lfeel thot their impression o{ me reflects on their impr€ssion o{ the entire Tech
community. So I will continue to "overdo it".

lom not okoy with madiocre, ond I moke thot known to those I work with. lshore
thoughts ond ideos obout progroms lcoordinote to constontly improve them. FrEP is o COES
summ€r progrom ihot I hove follen in love with. When lstorted os COES Admissions
Speciolist, there were obout 40 sludents eoch summer who porticipoied. Through improved
outreoch/morketing initiotives ond progrom suggestions, we now consistently hove over 120
oppliconts eoch yeor ond hove doubled progrom enrollment. Another event loversee is

Commitment Doy. This event is o blost! lt is o huge welcome to our incoming closs. Eoch yeor
losk how lcon better welcome our new closs ond connect them with enrolled students ond
foculty. After this yeor's event my bosses soid, "Thoi wos o little over the top, but we liked
it." I moy hove overdone it with the bolloon drop & confetti connons. I like to think thot my
extroness in hospitolity mokes students feel ot home ond excited to join the Tech Fomily.

Although my moin work priority is future Tech students, lom constontly connecting
with current students. At this point, I hove been recruiting coES students for 4 yeors. Almost
every enrolled coES student hos come through me to get to where they ore todoy. once I

recruit them, I do not drop them. Thot is just the beginning of our relotionship. Becouse of
thot, I hove students in ond out of my office oll doy shoring their highs ond lows with me. pie
in lhe Foce fundroiser-l'm there. Judging o mole beouty contest-l'm there. Focilitoting o
point night for engineers & scientist-l'm there. Just in the lost two weeks, I hove connected
seniors with sister institutions for groduote school, given life odvice on job decisions, ond
cried with students. None of which lthought I would do os the Admissions Speciolist for the
college of Engineering & science. My lob title soys I recruit freshmen, but my personol
philosophy soys to core for the most students possible in meoningful ond encouroging woys.
My predecessor told me to speok to everyone I come ocross in coES, becouse their stories
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will moke oll fhe difference in recruiiing future students. Whot he did not tell me is thot
speoking to them would turn into long conversotions, conversotions would turn into {urther
coring for these students, ond thot coring would turn into consiontly hoving o fridge covered
in groduotion & wedding onnouncements. The foct thqt sludents wont me to celebrote in
their most precious moments meons the world to me!!
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LOUISIANA TECH
UNIVERSITY

May 7 ,2022

Dear Award Committee,

It is my honor lo recommend Leslie Brister for the Student Oulreach Award. I have known Leslie since
she was injunior high, and I had the pleasure of getting to not only watch her as she has progressed in her
career, bul even more I have been able to truly get to know her as a friend and colleague. After
graduation, Leslie started working in Admissions as a recruiler. Her love for Tech is unwavering and

unmatched. I have always thought that I was the most Loyal Blue person here, but Leslie has shown me

that she truly has given me a run for my money. When you meet Leslie, it is very obvious that she is

someone that you will not forgel. For anyone that has met her, you know exactly what I mean. She has an

enerry and passion that is truly special.

About 4 years ago, I had the opportunify to get to know Leslie even more. She came to the College of
Engineering and Science as our Admissions Specialist. I knew that she would be a great addition to our
college. She has a way of being able to communicate with recruits and their families that seems to break
down any baniers or concems that they have. I have seen her on many occasions be able to get a student
to "break out oftheir shell" and feel comfortable. This has allowed them to open up and start to ask
questions. She is able to determine whal the student really needs to hear or who they need to meet with.
Leslie has great connections throughout the university, so she is able to make a call or send an email and
quickly get the student whatever help they need. Her enthusiasm is whal makes Leslie even more
noliceable. In my role, I have the opportunity to meet with many students. I have seen and heard from
them about how they have loved their interaction with her. She is one ofthose people that make your trip
memorable, and this plays a major factor in them deciding to come to Tech. During orientation when I
introduce our staff it is not uncommon that she receives a full crowd cheer nearly every time. Students
love her! and parenls do too!

One additional thing that Leslie does thal is truly unmatched is she invests in these students not only to
recruit them, but she does it in their daily lives while they are here. She is one ofthe first to step up and be

a part of anything that we have going on. She will be here helping student late into the night and
weekends. She has an impact that is far beyondjust recruiting them.

Leslie brings enerry to every,thing she does. She is focused on all students that come to our campus because
she truly cares about them, and she does everything that she can to make sure that each one oflhem become
a part and fully invest into the bulldog family. When it comes to studenl outreach, she is definitely out front.
I believe she would be a great choice for this award, and will say that it would be a mistake to not select her.
Ifyou have any further questions with regard to his background or qualifications, please do not hesitate to
contact me.

41 6a-4/22 J)*
Heath Tims, PhD
Associate Dean, Undergraduate Studies, COES
Associate Professor, Mechanical Engineering

A MEMBER OF THE UNTVE OF LOUISIANA SYSTEM
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May 9,2022

Louisiana Tech University
University Senate Staff Committee

To the Members of the University Senate Staff Committee

It is my sincere honor to speak on behalf of Ms. Leslie Brister regarding her nomination for the
2022 Student Outreach Award. I have worked closely with Leslie since she was an undergrad
student at Louisiana Tech and her passion, loyalty and love for this institution has not wavered
since day one and this is why I believe she is the best candidate for this award.

In all the years that I have known Leslie she has been Louisiana Tech's biggest cheerleader. She

has been recruiting students to the place she holds so deeply to her heart starting when she was a
Student Recruiter. Leslie was always ready with her big Tech smile to take a prospective student
on a tour and show them why they should come to her schooMt never failed they would finish
the tour and fell in love. Leslie's passion and love for this institution is reason to believe why she

is amazing at herjob!

Over the last seven years Leslie has worked in Admissions from being on the road recruiting,
overseeing campus visits and the Student Recruiters to currently being the Admission Specialist
for the College of Engineering and Sciences and teaches FYE. With each ofthesejobs she has

built lasting relationships with parents and students that last through a student's college career.
Her bubbly personality and her dedication to Tech is what makes students fall in love. With her

lasting relationships she is able to help guide students through their college experience.

When you see Leslie on campus she always has on her Tech smile and bleeding Tech Blue! With
all her spare time (which isn't much) you can always find her helping host events in the College
of Engineering and Science or attending athletic events. When you talk to students on campus
that have worked with Leslie you can tell the impact she has made on them. I have no doubt in
my mind that Ms. Leslie Brister is your right choice for the Student Outreach Award.

When I think of Leslie I think Louisiana Techl

Ifyou have any further questions or ifl can clarify anything for you, please feel free to reach out
to me at any time.

Sincerely,

Megan C. Fair
Senior Associate Director of Admissions
Louisiana Tech University
carrigee@latech.edu



Melanie Tircuit
Student Worker

Melanie Tircuit
1201W California Ave. UnitA2l
Ruston, LA 71270
225.77 2.87 26

mlt033@email.latech.edu

To whomever it may concern,

I am overjoyed to have the opportunity to write this letter of
recommendation on behalfof Ms. Leslie Brister. I started working for
Leslie as a student worker in the College of Engineering and Science in
March of 2021 and have continued to work with her to help recruit the
greatest student to our college.

ln the year of working with Leslie, I have witnessed her constant effort to
ensure that students feel wanted, welcome, and included at all times by
being intentional in every detail of a student's interaction with the
university and COES. These traits are exemplified in the welcoming
decor displayed in IESB for student visits, the equipping and leading of a

team of student ambassadors, or working with various department heads

of COES so that students can make relevant connections to their
prospective programs. Outside ofthese qualities, she is always

brainstorming for new and effective ways to welcome students to our
college.

Obviously, Ms. Brister is fabulous at heriob, but she also puts in time into
the college and the betterment of current students that is so greatly
appreciated. For example, this quarter,the Societyof Women Engineers

hosted a 'Painting with a Twist' night where we asked Leslie to be our
instructor to which she willingly agreed and spent her Friday night
teaching a room of engineers how to paint, which is not an easy task. The
dedication of her personal time to provide that service for us, the night
before a Saturday visit, is one of the many ways that Leslie goes above
and beyond. This is only one example of Leslie's involvement with COES

activities, not to mention the numerous times that she has volunteered
to be pie'd in the face in order to help raise money for our organizations.

Working for Leslie Brister this past year has been so beneficial to my

college experience, and I am lucky to be able to work alongside her. I

cannot think of anyone more deserving to receive the Student Outreach
Award.

Sincerely,

1*o{a*

Melanie Tircuit

9 Mav ?O22


