
 

 

  
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

    

“Considering the work of my own hands, 
through the practical education of a life in BRAD DEAL craft, it all seems to lead back to one funda-
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STATEMENT 

mental truth: we practice contemporary craft 
as a process of self-transformation.” 

Peter Korn 
Why We Make Things 
And Why It Matters 

I begin each year with this quote because it reminds us of why we are all here: To better ourselves and 
by extension the people, organizations, community, and ultimately the world around us. Teaching, 
research, and service happen to be the tools provided by my position to facilitate this life long journey. 

As a faculty member in the School of Design, I have the honor and privilege to shape and influence 
the minds of future architects and designers that will shape the work we inhabit very soon. I believe 
the most valuable assets students gain in their time with us are not only their technical knowledge, 
abilities, and skills, but also the relationships and bonds they form with their peers and mentors. 

Critically impactful educational experiences are often those that are not so easily navigated, but 
rather those that are designed, not unlike resistance training for athletes, to push students out of their 
comfort zone. The harder students work, the more they find themselves exceeding their expectations 
as they grow, learn, and expand their capabilities and perspectives. Who looks back on their college 
years and tells stories about the nights when they got plenty of rest? It’s the drive to lose yourself in 
the work that unlocks real potential. 

The ARCH 335 Design Build program that I’ve led for the past 12 years most clearly embodies these 
teaching strategies, empowers students to serve their community and has fueled a consistent string of 
publications and awards centered around pedagogy, service-learning, and design innovation. 

Each Spring in this studio I challenge a new cohort of junior architecture majors to design and 
construct a facility for a deserving non-profit community partner Medcamps of Louisiana and their 
amazing campers. This class and others like it provide incredibly powerful opportunities for students 
to push themselves to gain new forms of knowledge and to build lasting relationships by experienc-
ing successful project execution together and receiving widespread recognition for their work. In this 
respect, I believe teaching and research function best when they are closely aligned and in service 
of a worthy cause. The relationships we’ve been fortunate enough to foster through the design-build 
program have allowed us to do just that. 

In the design-build studio I set the expectations in terms of student performance, perseverance, and 
end product delivery incredibly high. However I equip them with the resources necessary to succeed 
and set an example of what it looks like to navigate unfamiliar territory and remain committed to the 
end goal. One of the greatest outcomes of this class wide project is the soft skills and teamwork les-
sons gained. My students learn to evaluate themselves and their peers not on the rote execution of a 
task, but instead, they realize that the vast majority of success stems not from natural talent, but rather 
from their attitude and the level of effort exerted. I can’t overstate the power of that realization when it 
grips a student who truly needs this lesson. 

Expanding one’s knowledge and capabilities isn’t usually easy or comfortable. It is when we encounter 
the messiness and tribulations of the real world that our students learn to improvise and innovate. I 
strive in every class I teach to create opportunities for this kind of learning that builds new relation-
ships both within and outside the university. I truly believe this allows our future alumni to emerge 
from their work as stronger, more capable, more knowledgeable professionals with a network of peers 
and mentors that will prove invaluable as they navigate the world that awaits them beyond Louisiana 
Tech. 

mailto:braddeal@latech.edu
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TEACHING 
Avg Eval: (3.7/4) 

Year 
2015-18, 23 
2018-22 
2015-19 
2012-19 
2013-24 
2019-24 
2017-19 
2020-24 
2020-24 
2020-24 
2013-23 

Louisiana Tech SOD Associate Professor 
ARCH 112: Communication Skills I 
ARCH 215: Architectural Design I 
ARCH 225: Architectural Design II 
ARCH 315: Architectural Design IV - Programming Studio 
ARCH 325/335: Architectural Design VI  - Design/Build Studio 
ARCH 415: Architectural Design VII - Urban Design Studio 
ARCH 425: Architectural Design VIII  - Sustainable Design Studio 
ARCH 450B: Shop Training & Safety 
ARCH 452:Principles of Environmental Design 
IDES 343: Sustainability for Interior Design 
ARCH 559: Independent Study 

Avg. Eval. 
3.0 
3.4 
4.0 
4.0 
4.0 
3.8 
4.0 
3.4 
3.9 
3.9 
n/a 

AWARDS 
(past 5 years) 2018 

2018 

2019 

2021 

2022 

2022 

2023 

2023 

AIA Louisiana Honor Award ARCH 335: Pisces Bridge 

AIA Louisiana Member’s Choice Award ARCH 335: Pisces Bridge 

AIA Louisiana Member’s Choice Award: ARCH 335 Peregrine Zip line 

AIA Louisiana Honorable Mention: ARCH 335 Hero’s Origin 

AIA Louisiana Merit: ARCH 335- Mosaic Art Cabin 

AIA Louisiana  Member’s Choice Awards: ARCH 335- Mosaic Art Cabin 

AIA Louisiana Honor Award ARCH 335 - Imago Amphitheater 

AIA Louisiana Member’s Choice Award: ARCH 335 - Imago Amphitheater 

These humble student-designed, 
student-built projects have been 
regularly found worthy of recognition 
by a rotating, anonymous, out-of-state 
jury when compared to professional 
work by exepmlary Louisiana architects 
& contractors. 

Merit Awards: “bestowed to work that 
demonstrate a high level of design 
quality worthy of recognition” 5-10 
awards each year 

Honor Awards: “bestowed for 
exceptional work, easily distinguishable 
from Award of Merit” 1-2 awards each 
year 

Members’ Choice Award selected at 
the state convention by present AIA 
Louisiana members -  1 award each year 

PUBLICATIONS 
(past 5 years) 

2019 

2021 

2021 

2023 

2024 

2024 

ACSA 107th Annual Meeting, Pittsburgh PA, march 28-30, 2019
ARCH 335 Pisces Bridge 

Landscape Architecture Foundation Green New Deal Super studio Finalist
Arch 415: Erin Eubanks - Field to Garment. 

Louisiana State Board of Architectural Examiners Dec 2021 Newsletter, 
ARCH 335 Hero’s Origin photography feature pg. 9 

NCBDS 39: Sharing Opportunities: Innovation and Inclusivity in Design-
Build Education. Co-authored with An Le. 

MDPI Journal of Urban Science: Do it yourself! Collaborative processes for 
inclusive design and capacity building in Louisiana (USA)
Advisor and Editor to Federica Paragliola. 

MDPI Special Issue: Best Practices of Resilient Buildings (and Districts) and 
Post-disaster Reconstruction: Furniture Design for Resilient Post-Disaster 
Wood Waste Up-cycling: the Katrina Furniture Project Experience and its 
“Legacy” in a Digital Perspective. Advisor and Editor to Giuliano Galluccio. 

PROFESSINOAL 2010 LEED for Homes Accredited Professional 

REGISTRATIONS 2017 Licensed Architect in the State of Texas 

2017 Member: American Institue of Architects 

2018 Licensed Architect in the State of Louisiana 
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EXHIBITIONS 
(past 5 years) 2018 

2019 

2021 

2022 

2023 

2024 

Pisces film featured in ADFF screenings in New Orleans, LA, Athens 
Greece, Chicago IL, Washington DC, New York NY, Los Angeles CA. 

A’19 AIA Conference on Architecture, Las Vegas, NV, June 6 2019: 
ARCH 335: Rebuilding Medcamps,
AIA Blueprint for better film challenge panelist 

Gulf States Summit: How Camp Schooled the Ivory Tower, Baton 
Rouge LA, March 24, 2021 

Architecture+Design Network – June Freeman Lecture Series: 
ARCH 335 Design Build, Little Rock AR, Nov 29, 2022 

NCBDS 39: Project Presentation: ARCH 335 Imago Amphitheater 

Keynote panel presentation ULS Academic Summit 

SERVICE 
(past 5 years) 

2012 - Present 

2012 - Present 

2014 - Present 

2013 - Present 

2021-22 

2022 

2022 - 23 

2022 

2022-23 

2023 - Present 

2023 

2022 - Present 

Technical and Managerial Supervisor 
of the School of Design CNC workshop 

Director: ARCH 335 Design Build Studio 

Youth Soccer Coach: Ruston Parks and Recreation 

Design Faculty Contributor NICERC Cyber Discovery Camp
Recruiting and Outreach program 

ADA Bathroom and Gardenshed design and permitting assistance 
for La Tech Wesley Foundation 

COLA Dean’s Search committee 

Tenured Faculty Committee 

SOD Tenure Review Committee 

COLA Tenure Policy Group 

Faculty Senate Member 

SACSCOC QEP Focus group leader 

SOD Architecture Professional Level Coordinator 

EXTERNAL 
2018FUNDING 

(past 5 years) 

2019 

2021 

2022 

2023 

$30,000 for Peregrine Zipline & Tree house
in partnership with Medcamps of Louisiana 

$15,000 for Stroud Store Renovation 
in partnership with Medcamps of Louisiana 

$10,000 for Hero’s Origin Entry
in partnership with Medcamps of Louisiana 

$40,000 for Mosaic Art Cabin 
in partnership with Medcamps of Louisiana 

$25,000 for Imago Amphitheater
in partnership with Medcamps of Louisiana 
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VISUALS 
Images depicting the nature 
of my teaching, service and 
research efforts in the past 
5 years. 

A short film documenting my 
work at Med Camps can be 
found at this link: 

https://vimeo.com/180121925 

ARCH 335 Class of 2019 

ARCH 335 Class of 2021 
after excavating our tower foundation 

ARCH 335 Class of 2022 
After a muddy day of building form work 

Dinner with alumni and guests during a 2022
Invited Lecture in Little Rock AR 

ARCH 335 Class of 2023 
after a hard day of setting our first trusses 

ARCH 335 Class of 2023 
at our dedication ceremony with Med Camps 

ARCH 335 2021 Project
Hero’s Origin Entry 

ARCH 335 2018 Project
Stroud Store entry gate 

ARCH 335 2019 Project
Bell Tower 

ARCH 335 2019 Project
 Stroud Store 

https://vimeo.com/180121925
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VISUALS 
(continued) 

ARCH 335 2024 
One of many late-night fabrication sessions in 
our south campus shop 

High fives for my graduating seniors in the TAC
tunnel: a tradition of mine for many years 

ARCH 335 2022 Project
The Mosaic Art Cabin 

ARCH 335 2019 Project
The Stroud Store 

Additional video documenta-
tion of the design build studio 
can be found at this link: 

ARCH 450B Winter 2023 
Pisces Bridge shade structure repair 

Presenting the Imago Amphitheater
at the 2024 NCBDS national conference 

ARCH 415 Class of 2023 
Kansas City field trip including Italian TREND 
grant guests 

A tour of Camp Alabama for Italian exchange 
students with the TREND Grant: the genesis of
two papers featuring our work with MDPI, an 
EU academic publisher. 

ARCH 450 B 
Evening welding lessons in the Fall of 2023 

ARCH 335 2023 Project
The Imago Amphitheater 

https://vimeo.com/user55489561 

https://vimeo.com/user55489561



