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To Our Guests 
_______ 

 
Commencement is a happy and dignified occasion. It is a 

meaningful time to recognize our graduates. Therefore, guests and 
participants are requested to maintain proper decorum throughout 

the ceremony by avoiding unnecessary movement in the seating 
area and by withholding applause until designated times to be 

indicated during the program. 
 

Following the awarding of degrees, audience members are 
requested to stand for the alma mater and then to be seated until 

the recessional is completed. 
 
 

We heartily welcome you  
to the commencement exercises of 

Louisiana Tech University. 

_______ 
  



 
Louisiana Tech University 

Three Hundred and Fifty-Fourth Commencement 
Saturday, November 15, 2025 

 
 
 
 
Processional “Pomp and Circumstance” ..................................... Sir Edward Elgar 

Shayla Blake, Pianist/Organist 
 Instructor of Music 

 
Marshals:  Mr. Reggie Jeter, Dr. Heath Tims, Dr. Jason Howell, 

Dr. Timothy Reeves, and Mr. Andy Yepson 
 

National Anthem “The Star-Spangled Banner” ......................... Francis Scott Key 
Music by John Stafford Smith 

Ashton Thomas, Vocalist 
 
Invocation ............................................................... Rev. Becky Clark, Teaching Pastor 

Trinity Methodist Church, Ruston 
 

Greetings and Commencement Introduction  .......................... Dr. Donna Thomas 
 Provost  

 
Commencement .................................................. Dr. James B. Henderson, President 

 
Commencement Address ............................................................. Mrs. Misti S. Cordell  

Class of 1997 
 
Presentation of Candidates for Academic Degrees 
College of Applied and Natural Sciences ................................... Dr. Gary A. Kennedy 
College of Business ................................................................ Dr. Christopher L. Martin 
College of Education and Human Sciences  ............. Dr. Henrietta Williams Pichon 
College of Engineering and Science ................................................. Dr. Collin D. Wick 
College of Liberal Arts .............................................................................. Mr. Karl Puljak 
Graduate School ............................................................. Dr. Sheryl Stokes Shoemaker 
 
Conferring of Degrees and Awarding Diplomas ............. Dr. James B. Henderson 

Assisted by: Mr. Joshua A. Chovanec, University Registrar  
   Announcer: Mr. Douglas R. Postel  

 
Presentation of Commemorative Medallions ..............................  Academic Deans 
 
Alma Mater ............................................................................................. John P. Graham 

Ashton Thomas  
 
Recessional “Celebration in G Major” .............................................. Shayla L. Blake 

Shayla Blake 

  



 
COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER 

 
 

MISTI S. CORDELL 
Chair, Louisiana Board of Regents 
 
 
Misti Cordell was appointed an At-Large 
Member of the Board of Regents in January 
2024 and Chair in September 2024.  
A 1997 graduate of Louisiana Tech in Human 
Resource Management in the College of 
Business, Cordell is owner/operator of her 
own healthcare consulting business, COR 
Consulting, LLC.  
 

Her experience in both healthcare and government has helped her 
connect healthcare organizations and administrators with state 
policymakers, an expertise instrumental in forging a mutual 
understanding of the local healthcare structure and the policymaking 
process for the benefit of the community. 
 
Reared in Luna in rural Ouachita Parish, Cordell has always had a heart 
for her community. She has worked on countless fundraisers and served 
on many volunteer boards, was a Design Lead and Project Manager for 
the St. Jude Dream Home for five years, and currently serves on multiple 
boards, including MedCamps of Louisiana, CenturyNext Bank Advisory 
Board, Ouachita Parish Library Board, and the Northeast Louisiana 
Children’s Museum Board. 
 
She and her husband Hardeman live in Monroe and are the parents of 
two sons. John graduated from Tech in Finance last year and works for 
Northwest Mutual, and Hank, currently working for the Louisiana 
Attorney General and planning to apply to law school, graduated from 
Ole Miss in May. 
  
A former Tech coed who “stayed in Ruston during the weekends and 
really got plugged into the entire college experience,” Cordell said the 
campus “immediately felt like home,” when she first visited. 
 
“From the old oaks to the beautiful buildings, Tech had an elevated 
feeling of something both historic and valuable,” she said. “I still get a 
great sense of pride when I walk through the campus today. Tech gave 
me more than just great memories and an education. The friendships 
here and this little town of Ruston are mighty special and will always 
feel like home.” 
  



 
CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES 

 
 
The names in this program were candidates for graduation as this program 
went to press. The names of those awarded degrees "in absentia" will not be 
called but may be noted on the program. The right-pointing triple angle symbol 
(›››) indicates the candidate earned three degrees concurrently. The right-
pointing double angle symbol (») indicates the candidate earned two degrees 
concurrently. The double solid square symbol (▪▪) indicates the candidate 
earned a double major. Those with the diamond symbol (♦) earned a perfect 4.0 
GPA. Baccalaureate degree candidates with the lozenge symbol (◊) next to their 
name completed the University Honors Program.  
 
 
 

COLLEGE OF APPLIED AND NATURAL SCIENCES  
Dr. Gary A. Kennedy, Dean 

 
BACHELOR OF ARTS 

 
Mary E Dismer, Marksville  
♦Elizabeth L Draughon, Alexandria  
 

Landri K Millsaps, Ruston  
Emma Claire Pitman, Minden 

 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 

 
Brooke Alexandra Annino, Hahnville  
Luis E Barrera, Sabinas, Coahuila, Mexico  
Alexis Renae Bearden, Benton  
Abby Rae Benton, St. Francisville  
Cameron Scott Blackstock, Ruston  
Julia Katherine Borne, Harrisonburg  
Ashley Brooke Butler, Bossier City  
Allie Grace Floyd, East Bernard, TX  
William Hunter Harris, Ruston  
Celia Klayr Hayes, Farmerville  
Arwen Savannah Haynes, Blanchard  
DaJhae Derrionne Joseph, New Orleans  
Katelyn Gabrielle Lacy, Livingston  
Hannah Elisabeth Lafitte, Shreveport  

Kaiden W Morace, Ruston  
♦Carter Mahlon Murphy, Covington  
Lillia Parnell, West Monroe  
Maria Pena Ferreiro, Santiago de 
  Compostela, Spain  
Laurel Naomi Pinckley, Natchitoches  
Rebecca L Roberts, Watson  
Wade J Roberts, Lake Charles  
Jaggar Slaide Salard, Lena  
Joella Marie Seay, Choudrant  
Adithya Sunder, New Orleans  
Ayden Ruth Thomas, Pineville  
Amelia Rose Venters, Ruston  

 
 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE FORESTRY 
 
Faith MaLee Edwards, Jena 
Layla Elizabeth Hill, Pineville 

 

Micah Shane Pruitt, Baton Rouge 
Jackson H Schneider, Greensboro, GA 

 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE HEALTH INFORMATICS AND INFORMATION MANAGEMENT 

 
Jessica Lynn Alleman, Iowa  
Leslie Jocelyn Mendez, Ruston  

Sara Ann Schneller, Denham Springs  
Crenita L Sims, Cleveland, MS  

 
 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE NURSING 
 
Olivia G Borland, Quitman  
Lauren E Ensminger, Ruston  
Brooke E Everett, West Monroe  
Nichele Lynn Greer II, Palmdale, CA  

Madalyn Harris Lemke, Winnsboro  
Hallie Jo Mitchell, West Monroe  
Jamie J Stipelcovich, Hawthorne, CA  
Emma Rangel Vallery, Benton  

  



COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 
Dr. Christopher L. Martin, Dean 

 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 

 
Jensen Jakob Adams, Galliano  
Leah F Alamond, Sulphur  
Emily Cecilia Armand, Livingston  
Jasmine Arie Batiste, New Iberia  
Brock Michael Belanger, Monroe  
Taylor Anding Bentley, Monroe  
Nelson James Blackburn, Ruston  
Kylee Grace Blackwood, Alexandria  
Claire Marie Blanchard, Baton Rouge  
Cade Everett Bordelon, Houma  
Wesley W Brown, Monterey  
Ean W Burch, Shreveport  
John Porter Burford II, Shreveport  
Carson Hunt Carey, Bossier City  
Jonathan Dean Carter, Dubach  
Aaron Joseph Childress, Bella Vista, AR  
Travis Waylne Cobb, Hodge  
Joshua Lanard Cobbs, West Monroe  
Nathaniel D Collins, Metairie  
Austin Joseph Distefano, Shreveport  
Dorian D Eddins, Bastrop  
Lucas Brandon Edens, Springhill  
Jacob R Ellis, Mandeville  
Koehn Drake Farrell, Haughton  
Keegan Chase Fennell, Junction City, AR  
Dalton L Fogleman, Stonewall  
Bradley Gates, Delhi  
Joshua Reed Hall, Tyler, TX  
Reed Douglas Harmson, Alexandria  
Benjamin Cannon Harner, Shreveport  
Sterling E Head, Monroe  
Micah Scott Heflin, Shreveport  
Caleb Hunter Hemmings, Bossier City  
Lauren Elizabeth Henson, Bossier City  
Vivian Leigh Holman, Shreveport  
Caleb William Howard, Simsboro  
Preston Huesmann, Plaucheville  
Wesley B Inabnett, Monroe  
Guevara Devon Johnson Jr., Baton Rouge 
Jacory Malik Jones, Jonesville  

Brennen Nicholas Kass, Kaplan  
Tommy Sokmean Khou, El Dorado, AR  
Tylor Kolb, Choudrant  
Prashanth Kotla, Hyderabad, India  
Jack Ryan Lanam, Albuquerque, NM  
Zacc J Landry, Pride  
Kendrick Quatorion Lang, Bossier  
Connor Trey Looney, Pineville  
▪▪Barro Joubert Massad, Shreveport  
John Hudson Maxwell, Ruston  
William I McClanahan, Honolulu, HI  
Calvin Trenton McKenzie, Start  
Spencer Max McNabb, El Dorado, AR  
Henry Mcclure Messinger, Monroe  
Ethan Russell Morris, Epps  
Christopher Makoto Musgrove, Lafayette 
Andrew Spencer Nettleton, Houma  
Sutton Patrick Oathout, Shreveport  
Aaron Peel, Ruston  
Corbin Bruce Porter, DeRidder  
Caden Wesley Rainer, Shreveport  
Thatcher D Ray, Shreveport  
William Braden Reeder, Shreveport  
Cloey S Rhea, Springhill  
Kalyb Matthew Rochon, Slidell  
Kyla Mackenzie Rogers, Mansfield, TX  
Jaylen Rodrick Russell, Shreveport  
Kelsey E Simmons, Benton  
Joseph Bryant Simpson, Ruston  
Hill Jefferson Smelser, Monroe  
Jaylan Rodrique Smith, Ruston  
Holt Edwin Sutton, Shreveport  
Kiley F Tauzin, Eunice  
Dylan James Towery, Haughton  
Jackson David Truitt, Covington  
Benjamin Ryan Turner, Ruston  
Dylan Thomas Watson, Baton Rouge  
Brooke A Wooden, Rayville 

 
 
 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION AND HUMAN SCIENCES 
Dr. Henrietta Williams Pichon, Dean 

 
BACHELOR OF ARTS 

 
Kayla Rayne Cullen, Calvin  
Noelle Feiden, Whitehouse, TX  
Lillian K Greer, Rayville  
Colin Beckman Griffin, Prairieville  
Heaven Miracle Griffith, San Bernardino, CA 
Rylee P Harvill, Benton  
Brianna Marie Hudson, Baton Rouge  
Melissa Leann Jackson, Haynesville  

Elise M Leblanc, Baton Rouge  
Audrey Elizabeth Primeaux, Opelousas  
Emma Katherine Stockley, West Monroe  
Addison Nicole Twidwell, Pineville  
Jenna Amanda Vance, Bossier City  
Jessica Danielle Walker, Ruston  
Cynthia Abigail Williams, Farmerville 

 



 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 

 
Mario Andrade, Monroe  
Hamilton James Barnes, Savannah, GA  
Dalton Trent Bartley, Winnfield  
Kyree Alexander Buck, Shreveport  
♦Madita Jolina Ehrig, Eutin, Schleswig- 
 Holstein, Germany  
Kathryn Claire Fincher, Shreveport  
William Dale Green, Dubach  
Kelvin Jermaine Holloway, Oak Grove  
 

Allison P Lewis, Haughton  
Zachary Thomas McNulty, Alexandria  
Matthew Dean Miers, Monroe  
Caroline Grace Monarch, Shreveport  
Alexandra Grace Parker, Shreveport  
Andrew J Pernell, Shreveport  
Jamiya Danielle Robinson, Monroe  
Raven J Stewart, Monroe  
Khloe E Whittington, Shreveport  

 
 
 
 

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING AND SCIENCE 
Dr. Collin D. Wick, Dean 

 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 

 
Lucas A Alvarado, Dallas, TX  
Erlinda Isabel Azores, Plano, TX  
Bryce Blake Bailey, Folsom  
Robert K Banks Jr., West Monroe  
Beau Regan Bayham, Pearland, TX  
Brilanne Taylor Bays, Coushatta  
Branden K Beck, Homer  
Ian Nicholas Bertrand, Covington  
Charish A'Della Borne, Hahnville  
John Christopher Branch Jr., Calhoun  
Colin Mitchell Bumpass, Haughton  
Nicholas Derosa, Ruston  
Anne Deupree, Shreveport  
Harrison David Dougherty, Baton Rouge  
Christian Michael Dufour, Pineville  
Zachary Troy Dulaney, West Monroe  
Kevin R Espinosa, Cypress, TX  
Rhett Hamilton Finley, West Monroe  
David O Fitzwater, Shreveport  
Malachi Fitzwater, Shreveport  
Laney Noel Fouts, Shreveport  
Leila G Gonzales, Fort Worth, TX  
John Mark Gueltig, Zachary  
Andrew J Harris, West Monroe  
Luke Allen Hightower, Lake Charles  
Brayden Patrick Hughes, Oak Grove  
Logan Joel Knies, West Monroe  
Evan Neal Layssard, Alexandria  
Shaun Casey Leone Jr., Shreveport  
Colby Aaron Littleton, Pineville  

Eric A Lockton, Leesville  
Sam A Lopez, Bay Saint Louis, MS  
Scotland Loupe, Moss Bluff  
Caleb Thomas Matherne, Bentley  
Caitlin E Migues, Belle Place  
Kevin Daniel Mijares, Stonewall  
Anamaria Montes, Metairie  
Prasiddha Neupane, Kathmandu, Nepal  
Warner Paxton Pace, Magnolia, AR  
Thomas Matthew Palmer, Shreveport  
Jaden H Patel, Slidell  
Dawson Mikel Perkins, DeQuincy  
Jackson David Powell, Minden  
Manuel Antonio Sandoval, Bossier City  
Aidan M Schardien, Oak Harbor, WA  
Dipesh Bikram Shah, Kathmandu, Nepal  
Ashok Sigdel, Kathmandu, Nepal  
Bradford C Stephens, Alexandria  
Kyle Alexander Stewart, Greenwell Springs 
Daniel Joseph Taylor, Metairie  
Kushal Thapa Magar, Lalitpur, Nepal  
Logan M Torr, Baton Rouge  
Nathan K Vanhoof Jr., St. Joseph, MO  
William Davis Viator, Youngsville  
Thomas Patrick Wallace, Woodstock, GA  
Catherine Dianne Weldon, Katy, TX  
Joseph Dylan Williams, Hicks  
Jacob Daniel Yee, West Monroe  
Jose Zuniga, Ruston  

  



COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS 
Mr. Karl Puljak, Dean

 
 

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
 

Carson Calvert Arrington, Rayville  
Ashtyn Brittian, Minden  
Jayda Zanae Butler, West Monroe  
Jordan Rae Cobos, Metairie  
Jacolby Waltrez Conner, Monroe  
Dixie Lane Corley, Oak Grove  
Avery G Dipboye, Bossier City  
Deangella M Dunkentell, Shreveport  
♦Caroline Louise Garrett, Monroe  
Darbi Gonsoulin, Houma  
Liana Grace Gould, Dubberly  
Barrett Weston Grau, Shreveport  

Audrey R Hennigan, Ruston  
Davis Riley Holmes, Ruston  
Elijah Heath James, Bossier City  
Ginger Lee Johnson, Ruston  
Sydney Marie Lotz, Thibodaux  
Kimeone Jesinia Amanda McLeod, 
 Spanish Town, Jamaica 
Kobe D'Wayne Morris, Ruston  
Mikel-Ann Ricardo, Keithville  
Nicholas James Smith, Bossier City

 
BACHELOR OF INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES  

 
Ridha Alkaabi, Pineville  
Shelby Lynn Brundige, Buckeye  
Grace Oliver DeCou, Jonesboro  
Bella G Harvey, Terrytown  
Emma Grace Marangos, Zachary  

Ally Jean Murphy, Bossier City  
Kamden Emmett Perkins, Lake Charles  
Daren Saenz, Conroe, TX  
Emma Reagan Walker, Dubach  

 
BACHELOR OF INTERIOR DESIGN 

 
Madison E Colvin, Ruston 
 
 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
 
Zachary Donald Ashby, Shreveport  
Gabriel S Barfield, New Orleans  
Jake Stuart Cary,  
Damion Clark, Cabot, AR  
John Caleb Cranford, Ponchatoula  
Arlenzia J Cummings, Shreveport  
Gabriel L Freeman, Benton  
Erica Pauline Hicks, Houston, TX  
Richard Alec Huffman, Denton, TX  
Dylan Gregory Juneau, Pearland, TX  
Kaiden Major Lang, Jackson  

Brandon Harvey Latcha, Bossier City  
Ryn Elizabeth LeBleu, Baton Rouge  
Jackson Garrett Martin, West Monroe  
Landon Michael Martin, Baton Rouge  
Annemarie Teresa McMillan, Luling  
Chandler Brooks Meunier, Prairieville  
Stephanie Anne Miller, Spring, TX  
Leah M Qureshi, Missouri City, TX  
Henry Riddell, Newport Beach, CA  
Blake Weymer, Lincoln, MO  
John Ross Wilhite, Downsville  

 
 

BACHELOR OF ARCHITECTURAL STUDIES 
 

Benjamin S McLain, Pineville 
  



 

 

GRADUATE SCHOOL 
Dr. Sheryl Stokes Shoemaker, Interim Dean 

 
 
 

MASTER OF HEALTH INFOMATICS 
College of Applied and Natural Sciences 

 
Shaquetta Parker, Shreveport  
  

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
College of Applied and Natural Sciences 

 
Faith Magaly Bustillo, Los Angeles, CA  
Erin Jane Dearman, Quitman  
Samantha Kay Gould, Shreveport  

Joanne Mwendi Ponnappa, Goa, India  
Lily Hart Woods, Shreveport 

 
 

MASTER OF SCIENCE MOLECULAR SCIENCE AND NANOTECHNOLOGY 
College of Applied and Natural Sciences 

 
Victor Adeleke Ojo, Osin-Ekiti, Nigeria 

 
MASTER OF ACCOUNTANCY 

College of Business 
 
Jessica L Adubato, Chalmette  Kelsie Perry, Shreveport  

 
 
 

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
College of Business 

 
Caitlin Reese Cantrell, Shreveport  
Joel Michael Davenport, Lansing, MI  
Joshua Deyarmin, Cape Coral, FL  
Leah Beth Freeman, Bossier City  
Elizabeth Chaisty Garrett, Fredericksburg, VA 
Chasity Nechelle Green, Natchitoches  
Casey Morgan Henry, Trafalgar, Dominica 
Cameron M Hollis, Quitman  

Abby McPhail Male, Metairie  
Neel Patel, Richmond, VA  
Brandon Roten, Haughton  
Benjamin Andrew Smiley, Natchitoches  
George Cullen Stalling, Oak Grove  
Nathaniel Paul Stemple, Marlborough, M  
Haley Zweigle, Baton Rouge  

 
MASTER OF ARTS 

College of Education and Human Sciences 
 
Nicholas Jerald Ford, Marksville  Courtney Hope Kitchens, Sterlington 
 
 

MASTER OF ARTS COUNSELING & GUIDANCE 
College of Education and Human Science 

 
Brittney Mackenzie Jeansonne, Mansura  
John David Thompson, Haynesville  

Jennifer Elizabeth Wuebbens, Oakland, CA
  

 
MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING 

College of Education and Human Sciences 
 
Neil Patrick Gahagan, Metairie 
 

MASTER OF EDUCATION 
College of Education and Human Sciences 

 
Jennifer Walker Hicks, Haughton  Pamela Pittman McDonald, Bossier City 
  



 

 
 

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
College of Education and Human Sciences 

 
Manoj Kumar Bhattarai, Sankhuwasabha, 
 Nepal  

Alma Asa Anita Cedefors, Varnamo, 
 Sweden  

 
 

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
College of Engineering and Science 

 
MD Faiaz Al Islam, Rajshahi, Bangladesh 
Munisa Aziz Abdurakhimova, Dushanbe, 
 Tajikistan  
Osinachi Bright Abika, Ruston 
Zouhayr Aboutir, Marrakesh, Moracco  
Shahryar Ahmed, Ruston  
Shashini Madusha Chandrasena, Ruston  
Trivikram Devineni, Vijayawada, India  
Dalton Noah Ellers, Blanchard  
Ayman Gharaibeh, Ruston  
Harshavardhan Rao Gunuganti, Hyderabad, 
 India  
Mialy Jacky, Antananarivo, Madagascar  
Muhammad Hunain Ahmed Khan, Karachi, 
 Pakistan  
Deepak Lama, Helambu, Nepal  

Puja Mudbhari, Kathmandu, Nepal  
Havisha Nadendla, Ruston  
Okeke John Odirachukwu, Ruston  
Ekundayo Moses Omotehinse, Ondo State, 
 Nigeria  
Udaya Bilas Panta, Bharatpur, Nepal  
Muhammad Saad, Karachi, Pakistan  
Muhammad Haris Saleem, Ruston  
Muhammad Haroon Sheikh, Prosper, TX  
McKinley Anne Sherman, Tomball, TX  
Poojitha Soma, Hyderabad, India  
Emerson Douglas Statom, Mooringsport  
Humaira Urmee, Dhaka, Bangladesh  
William Wilson, Delhi  
Mst Nusrat Yasmin, Ruston

 
 

MASTER OF ARTS 
College of Liberal Arts 

 
Swarnali Banik, Dhaka, Bangladesh  
Timothy Ty Cobb, Bossier City  

Lindsey B Murry, Ruston 

  



 
 

DOCTORAL HOODINGS 
 
 

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION 
College of Education and Human Sciences 

 
Ann Marie Hancock, Monroe 
BA (2002) University of Louisiana Monroe 
MEd (2013) Louisiana Tech University 
Dissertation: “Shared Voices: How PK-16 Leaders Perceive School-University 
 Partnership Alignment with CAEP Standards” 
Major Advisor: Dr. Bryan McCoy 
Hooding Faculty: Dr. Bryan McCoy 

 
Devonia Olivia Love-Vaughn, Lexington, KY 
BSW (1996) University of Kentucky 
MSW (1997) University of Kentucky 
Dissertation: “Senior Leaders’ Perspective on the Chief Diversity Officer Role on a 
 College Campus” 
Major Advisor: Dr. Lindsey Keith Vincent 
Hooding Faculty: Dr. Lindsey Keith Vincent   

 
Ashley Elizabeth Owen, Farmerville 
BA (2010) Louisiana Tech University 
MA (2013) Louisiana Tech University 
PhD (2021) University of Louisiana at Monroe 
Dissertation: “For the Good Times: Examining the Influence of Leaders’ Regret on Risk- 
 Taking Behavior in Decision-Making” 
Major Advisor: Dr. Don Schillinger 
Hooding Faculty: Dr. Kane Allen 

 
Brittany Seruntine Smith, Calhoun 
BS (2012) University of Louisiana at Monroe 
MS (2016) Northwestern State University of Louisiana 
Dissertation: “Exploring Generation Z Student Satisfaction in Radiography Programs 
 within a Southern State: Development and Application of a Survey Instrument for 
 Leadership Use” 
Major Advisor: Dr. Donald Schillinger  
Hooding Faculty: Dr. Donald Schillinger  

 
 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 
College of Engineering and Science 

 
Abdullah Dakhlallah Alshamdayn, Al-Jouf, Saudi Arabia 
BS (2014) McNeese State University 
MS (2016) McNeese State University  
Dissertation: “Secret Key Generation Based on the Physical Layer Characteristics for 
IoT Networks” 
Major Advisor:  Dr Manki Min 
Hooding: Dr Manki Min 

 
Joel Andrew Hudson, Dubach 
BS (2002) Louisiana Tech University 
MS (2010) Kansas State University 
MBA (2017) University of Houston – Victoria 
Dissertation: “Investigation of Electrochemical Corrosion Fatigue Mitigation Strategies 
 for Mild Carbon Steel” 
Major Advisor: Dr Henry Cardenas 
Hooding Faculty: Dr Henry Cardenas 

  



 
 

Vivya Kalidindi, Ruston 
BS (2017) Jawaharlal Nehru Technological University 
MS (2024) Louisiana Tech University 
MS (2025) Louisiana Tech University 
Dissertation: “Towards Robust Autonomous Systems: Handling Multi-Modal 
 Uncertainties in GPS-Denied Environments” 
Major Advisor: Dr Pradeep Chowriappa 
Hooding Faculty: Dr Pradeep Chowriappa 

 
Zeinab Jabbari Velisdeh, Ruston 
BS (2017) Babol Noshirvani University of Technology 
MS (2020) Babol Noshirvani University of Technology 
Dissertation: “Advanced Plant Growth and Waste Extraction Using Halloysite 
 Nanotubes (HNTs) for Medical Applications” 
Major Advisor: Dr. Daniela Mainardi 
Hooding Faculty: Dr. David Mills 

 
Jianjun Zhu, Shenyang, China 
BS (2012) Shenyang Aerospace University 
MS (2020) Louisiana Tech University 
MS (2024) Louisiana Tech University 
Dissertation: “A Study on Fault Tolerance and Anomaly Detection in Decentralized 
 Systems” 
Major Advisor: Jinyuan Chen 
Hooding Faculty: Jinyuan Chen 

  



 
 

ACADEMIC HONOR DISTINCTIONS 
 

BACCALAUREATE DEGREE 
LATIN HONORS 

 
summa cum laude 

(cumulative GPA of 3.90 to 4.00 on all hours pursued –  
the diamond (♦) indicates a perfect 4.0) 

 
♦Elizabeth L Draughon 
Brooke Alexandra Annino 
Abby Rae Benton 
Hannah Elisabeth Lafitte 
♦Carter Mahlon Murphy 
Joshua Reed Hall 
Barro Joubert Massad 

Spencer Max McNabb 
Thatcher D Ray 
Jessica Danielle Walker 
♦Madita Jolina Ehrig 
Andrew J Pernell 
William Davis Viator 
♦Caroline Louise Garrett 

Sydney Marie Lotz 
John Caleb Cranford 
Kaiden Major Lang 
Stephanie Anne Miller 
John Ross Wilhite 

magna cum laude 
(cumulative GPA of 3.70 to 3.899 on all hours pursue) 

 
Emma Claire Pitman 
Allie Grace Floyd 
Lillia Parnell 
Amelia Rose Venters 
Layla Elizabeth Hill 
Micah Shane Pruitt 
Hallie Jo Mitchell 
Emma Rangel Vallery 
Emily Cecilia Armand 
Cade Everett Bordelon 
Wesley W Brown 
Aaron Joseph Childress 

Wesley B Inabnett 
Tommy Sokmean Khou 
Zacc J Landry 
Sutton Patrick Oathout 
Dylan Thomas Watson 
Colin Beckman Griffin 
Emma Katherine Stockley 
Addison Nicole Twidwell 
Cynthia Abigail Williams 
Kathryn Claire Fincher 
David O Fitzwater 
Malachi Fitzwater 

Dipesh Bikram Shah 
Dixie Lane Corley 
Ginger Lee Johnson 
Mikel-Ann Ricardo 
Zachary Donald Ashby 
Gabriel S Barfield 
Richard Alec Huffman 
Brandon Harvey Latcha 
Annemarie Teresa 
McMillan 
Blake Weymer

 
cum laude 

(cumulative GPA of 3.50 to 3.699 on all hours pursued) 
 
Cameron Scott 
Blackstock 
William Hunter Harris 
Kaiden W Morace 
Lauren E Ensminger 
Leah F Alamond 
Jasmine Arie Batiste 
Brock Michael 
Belanger 
Ean W Burch 
Carson Hunt Carey 
Caleb Hunter 

Hemmings 
Lauren Elizabeth 
Henson 
William I McClanahan 
Henry Mcclure 
Messinger 
Andrew Spencer 
Nettleton 
Kelsey E Simmons 
Jackson David Truitt 
Noelle Feiden 
Khloe E Whittington 

Brilanne Taylor Bays 
Anne Deupree 
Thomas Matthew Palmer 
Thomas Patrick Wallace 
Ally Jean Murphy 
Kamden Emmett Perkins 
Erica Pauline Hicks 
Dylan Gregory Juneau 
Ryn Elizabeth LeBleu 
Leah M Qureshi  

 
 

HONOR SCHOLARS’ DISTINCTION 
Completion of the University Honors College Program

 
Benton Abby 
Dixie Corley 

Carter Murphy 
William Viator 

Stephanie Miller 

 
 



 
 

Academic Honors Regalia 
 

 
• Blue and gold honor cords worn by graduating business students recognize 

membership in the Beta Gamma Sigma International Honor Society. This society 
recognizes outstanding academic achievement in collegiate business and 
management programs accredited by the Association to Advance Collegiate 
Schools of Business (AACSB - International). Selection for membership requires the 
student to be in the top 10% of the undergraduate business class. 

• Light-blue honor cords with light-blue tassels worn by graduating seniors signify a 
Senior Honors Scholar. The student successfully completed 9 semester hours of 
Senior Honors courses, including a Senior Thesis, while maintaining a cumulative 
GPA of 3.3, reviewed annually. 

• White and royal blue honor cords with white and royal blue tassels worn by 
graduating seniors signify an Honors Scholar. The student successfully completed 
21 semester hours of Honors Program courses while maintaining a cumulative GPA 
of 3.3, reviewed annually. 

• Medallions on blue ribbons worn by graduates signify membership in Phi Kappa 
Phi, National Honor Society. Membership includes all academic disciplines and is 
limited to the top 5% of the junior class and the top 10% of the senior class. 

• Medallions worn by graduates signify membership in Mortar Board and indicate 
distinction for academic achievement as well as outstanding community and 
university service during their senior year. 

• Gold satin stoles with blue embroidery worn by graduating seniors signify 
membership in the Golden Key National Honor Society. Membership is open to all 
academic disciplines and is limited to the top 15% of the junior and senior classes. 

• Red and blue honor cords with multicolored tassels worn by graduates signify 
membership in Phi Alpha Theta History Honor Society. Membership is 
interdisciplinary and offered to those students who successfully completed 12 or 
more semester hours of history with a minimum 3.1 GPA and maintained a 
minimum 3.00 cumulative GPA. 

• White satin stoles embroidered with the orange Bent symbol worn by graduating 
engineering students recognize membership in Tau Beta Pi Engineering Honor 
Society. Selection for this honor is based on the student’s engineering GPA being 
within the top one-eighth of all junior engineering students and within the top 
one-fifth in the senior year. 

• Purple and gold honor cords with purple and gold tassels worn by graduating 
seniors signify membership in the Phi Sigma Pi Honor Fraternity. Membership is 
open to sophomores, juniors, and seniors from all academic disciplines and 
requires a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0, reviewed annually. 

• Black and gold honor cords worn by graduating seniors signify membership in the 
Gamma Beta Phi National Society, recognizing academic achievement, 
leadership, and community service. Membership is interdisciplinary and requires 
scholastic ranking within the top 20% of the senior class. 

• Red and purple honor cords worn by graduates signify membership in Alpha 
Epsilon Delta National Pre-Medical Honor Society. Membership is open to all pre-
health profession students who successfully complete five academic terms with a 
minimum 3.3 cumulative GPA, reviewed annually. 

  



 
 

• Gold honor cords with blue and gold tassels worn by graduating seniors signify 
membership in the Psi Chi National Psychology Honor Society. Membership is 
open to all psychology students who successfully complete a minimum of 9 
semester hours of psychology courses with a minimum 3.0 GPA, rank in the top 
35% of their class in general scholarship and maintain a 3.0 cumulative GPA. 

• White pointed collars embroidered with the Bent symbol and the Greek letters ΧΕ, 
worn by selected engineering degree candidates, identify members of Chi Epsilon 
National Civil Engineering Honor Society. Membership is limited to civil 
engineering majors achieving a cumulative GPA placing them in the top 25% of the 
junior civil engineering class, and the top 33% of the senior civil engineering class. 

• Bright red and gold honor cords worn by graduating business students identify 
members of Beta Alpha Psi National Honors Fraternity for Financial Information 
Professionals. Membership in the local Alpha Chi Chapter is limited to accounting 
majors achieving a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or a 3.25 GPA in the most recently 
completed 30 semester hours; Finance and Computer Information Systems majors 
with minors in Accounting require a cumulative GPA of 3.25. 

• Cream and burgundy cords worn by selected degree candidates identify members 
of Kappa Omicron Nu National Honor Society for Human Ecology majors. 
Membership is open to students enrolled in the Human Ecology disciplines with at 
least a 3.0 cumulative GPA and ranked in the top 25 % of their class. 

• White satin stoles worn by graduating engineers identify members of Alpha Pi Mu 
Industrial Engineering Honor Society. Members achieved a cumulative GPA placing 
them in the upper one-fifth of their junior class and upper one-third of their senior 
class. 

• Blue satin stoles with the scholastic aviation symbol and the Greek letters HMΣ, 
worn by aviation degree candidates, signify members of Eta Mu Sigma, the 
National Collegiate Aviation Honor Society. Membership is restricted to 
Professional Aviation and Aviation Management majors who achieved a 3.5 
cumulative GPA as a junior or a 3.3 cumulative GPA as a senior. 

• White satin stoles with a multicolored crest and the Greek letters ΠΤΣ, worn by 
graduating engineers, identify members of Pi Tau Sigma Honorary Mechanical 
Engineering Fraternity. Membership is limited to mechanical engineering majors 
achieving a cumulative GPA placing them in the top 25% of the junior mechanical 
engineering class and the top 35% of the senior mechanical engineering class. 

• White satin stoles with a maroon crest and the gold Greek letters ΩΧΕ, worn by 
graduating engineers, identify members of Omega Chi Epsilon National Honor 
Society for Chemical Engineering. Membership is limited to chemical engineering 
majors achieving a cumulative GPA of 3.25 or the top 25% of the junior chemical 
engineering class, and 3.00 or the top 33% of the senior chemical engineering 
class. 

• Navy blue and gold honor cords worn by graduating liberal arts seniors and 
graduate students identify membership in the Cast of Alpha Psi Omega National 
Honorary Theatre Society. This society recognizes outstanding academic and on- 
and off-stage performance achievements in areas of dramatic production. The 
student achieved a 3.2 cumulative GPA and an accumulated over 100 job rating 
system points based on work in various productions at Louisiana Tech University. 

• Spanish gold and red cords worn by graduates identify members of Alpha Omega 
chapter of Sigma Delta Pi National Collegiate Hispanic Honor Society. Eligibility 
for membership is restricted to those students who have demonstrated a genuine 
interest in Hispanic people, their civilization, and thought through the achievement 
of a minimum GPA of 3.0 in 21 or more semester hours of Spanish, with at least one 
course in Spanish literature or culture at the junior or senior level, and rank in the 



 
 

upper 35% of the senior class. 

• Black and gold honor cords worn by degree candidates in Kinesiology signify 
membership in Phi Epsilon Kappa Fraternity, Eta Chapter. Membership is open by 
invitation to undergraduate and graduate candidates in Kinesiology and requires a 
minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA. 

• Violet, gold, and lavender cords worn by graduating seniors and graduate students 
signify membership in the Pi Mu Epsilon National Mathematics Honor Society. 
Membership is open to students of all disciplines with completion of three or more 
college mathematics courses including calculus (with a mathematics GPA of 4.0 
and top 25% general class ranking) or two years of college mathematics including 
calculus (with a mathematics GPA of 3.5 and top 33% general class ranking).  
Graduate students will have met the same criteria as undergraduate candidates 
with a 3.0 GPA on mathematics work completed during the last school year prior 
to membership. 

• Gold cords with blue and red tassels worn by graduating engineers identify 
members of Eta Kappa Nu National Electrical Engineering Honor Society. 
Membership is limited to electrical engineering juniors ranked in the top 25%, and 
seniors ranked in the top third of the EE class. Along with outstanding scholastic 
achievement, students must have demonstrated exemplary character and 
involvement in campus activities. 

• Green and ivory cords worn by degree candidates identify members of Sigma Pi 
Sigma National Honor Society for Physics. Membership is open to all students 
ranked in the top third of his/her class in general scholarship, with a minimum 3.2 
GPA for all physics courses attempted, of which at least three or more are 
applicable to the undergraduate degree in physics. 

• Green and white satin stoles with a green embroidered conifer tree and the gold 
Greek letters ΞΣΠ, worn by graduating Foresters, identify the Alpha Phi chapter 
members of Xi Sigma Pi National Forestry Honor Society. Membership is by 
invitation to junior and senior forestry majors achieving a cumulative GPA that 
places them in the top 25% of their class and who exhibit strong moral character, 
honesty, hard work, and faithfulness. 

• An honor cord of deep blue with a hint of red worn by degree candidates identifies 
members of Pi Delta Phi French Honor Society. The society’s goal is to promote 
French and to recognize scholarship in the various disciplines and future teachers 
of America. Membership is open to French majors, French Education majors, and 
French minors with a 3.0 average in French and a minimum 2.8 GPA. 

• Maroon and black honor cords worn by degree candidates identify Rho Gamma 
chapter members of Sigma Tau Delta International English Honor Society. 
Members are English majors or minors who have completed a minimum of 12 
hours in English language or literature beyond the level of freshman composition, 
with a minimum 3.0 GPA in all English coursework, and a minimum 3.0 cumulative 
GPA in all coursework. 

  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Special thanks to Pafford Medical Services  
for their continued partnership and support in  

our commencement exercises. 
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ALMA MATER

O Tech, thy halls so beautiful, 

Thy pleasant walks,  thy noble trees,

That charmed me in my college days

Are ever dear to me.

Louisiana Tech I love thee,

My Alma Mater, my Alma Mater;

 I will ever loyal be 

 To thee, my Alma Mater.

By John P. Graham




